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Food — 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


OME folks live on barley meal, 
And some on caviar ; 
Some crave sweets of a hundred isles 
From Ind to Malabar — 
But I can’t live on what they give ;' 
My food comes from afar. 


Some will fatten on coarse black bread, 
Some will batten on white ; 

And some grow fean on fatted kine, 
And honey, amber bright ; 

But I must be fed on Living Bread, 
Or my soul would die tonight. 


This is the Bread that satisfies — 
Wholesome and pure and sweet ; 

And I marvel that men can pass it by 
For the wilted wares of the street; 

But I marvel more that they bargain for 
The husks that the swine do cat! 





His Revealed Presence 


It is wonderful to see the Lord by faith; it will 
be more wonderful when faith is changed to sight. 
A missionary known and loved by many, Dr. Harvey 
Farmer of the North Africa Mission, has used a 
beautiful expression about the Homegoing of his 
beloved wife. Dr. and Mrs. Farmer, having recently 
come from London to America, were on their way 
to Florida to take part in Bible conferences. Mrs. 
Farmer “contracted a cold which suddenly developed 
into pneumonia. Extreme weakness ang weariness 
marked the journey to the South, and early on Sun- 
day morning, January 18, the Great Physician came 
and prescribed Rest in the glory of his revealed pres- 
ence.” Mrs. Farmer’s departure upon her heavenly 
journey was from Crescent City, Florida, where the 
late Dr. C. I. Scofield had often opened the riches 
of God’s Word at the annual Bible Conference there. 
Many will sorrow with Dr. Farmer in his loss 
rejoice with him in her gain. Mrs. Farmer had 
served the Lord blessedly in the work of the Mild- 
may Deaconess Institution of London. Her greatest 
work was her. ministry for nine years at St. Andrew, 
Northampton, where “she labored with extraordinary 
devotion.at a time when that town was largely under 
the wicked -spell of Mr. Charles Bradlough and Mrs, 
Annie Besant. Very many were the souls whom the 
Lord brought into his marvelous light as a result of 
her faithful Gospel minjstry and assiduous visitations.” 
She had labored also in North Africa, and had been 
-a faithful witness among the Jews, her last message 
on earth having been given in Philadelphia, January 
8, at a Jewish prayer circle where she spoke on the 
theme “To the Jew First as Jehovah’s Firstborn.” 
An. unusual expression was used in the article report- 


ing Mrs. Farmer’s death in The Crescent City Journal: 
“The ransomed remains were laid: to rest in a little 
plot in the cemetery. in Crescent City, Florida, till 
He come.” Her spirit was taken into His revealed 
presence. Her ransomed earthly tabernacle awaits 
the coming of the Lord and will be reunited with her 
spirit as “the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words.” 


“x 
The Darkened Room 


We can often see more in the dark than in the 
light. For faith sees more than sight—if it keeps 
“looking unto Jesus.” And God can show us mar- 
velous things in the darkness of his testing times 
that he never could show us in the light of freedom 
from all testing. We read in Job that God “giveth 
songs in the night” (Job 35:10), and some one who 
knows the God of Job has written t!e beautiful lines: 


And many a rapturous minstrel, 
Among those sons of light, 

Will say of his sweetest music, 
“I learned it in the night.” 


And many a rolling anthem, 

That fills the Father’s home, P 
Sobbed out its first rehearsal 

In the shade of a darkened room. 


x 
The Father’s Answer 


What claims have unworthy sons on their father? 
The prodigal son in our Lord’s parable knew the 
answer. After he had abandoned his father, dragged 
the family name in the mire, lost his own fortune 
and wrecked his life, he dared not ask his father 
to consider him any longer a son—even though he 
began his heart-broken confession with the old, be- 
loved word again: “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son.” There is often a great blessing 
in bringing widely separated Scriptures together. We 
know the instant, wonderful answer of the father in 
the parable as he took the penitent prodigal back to 


his heart. The boy was still his son, never to be 
made a hired servant: “For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” But 
many centuries before this parable was told, God had 
said the same thing in prophecy to prodigal and peni- 
tent Israel. He foretold sinning Israel’s broken-hearted 
repentance in a far country and their return to him- 
self: “They shall come with weeping, and with sup- 
plications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk 
by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein 
they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel” 
(Jer. 31:9). Paul by inspiration quotes Jeremiah as 
he pleads with Christians to be separate from the 
world “and touch not the unclean thing.” This is 
God’s own pleading, for He continues: “and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty” (2 Cor. 6:17, 18). By our sins we have 
forfeited all. But God the Son paid the forfeit, and 
God the Father covenants his word to be our Father 


eternally. 
a“ 
Letting the Bible In 


Fresh air and sunlight are eagerly welcomed. 
What about the air and light of the Word of God? We 
know that pure air and the sun’s ultra-violet rays 
bring physical health and strength. Yet they are 
but a faint suggestion of the spiritual health and 
strength we may have by the oxygen of the Word 
and its penetrating vigor. George Miiller’s testi- 
mony, recently quoted in the Keswick Calendar, is 
notable and true: “The vigour of our spiritual life 
will be in exact proportion to the place held by the 
Word in our life and thoughts. I solemnly state this 
from the experience of fifty-four years. The first 
three years after. conversion I neglected the Word 
of God. Since I began to search it diligently the 
blessing has been wonderful. I have read the Bible 
through one hundred times, and always with increas- 
ing delight. Each time it seems like a new book to 
me. Great has been the blessing from consecutive, 
diligent, daily study. I look upon it as a lost day 
when I have not had a good time over the Word 
of God.” As we go deep into the Word, it goes deep 
into us. Let us let the Bible in, for “the entrance 
of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding 
unto the simple” (Psa. 119: 130). 


Why Tarry the Wheels of His Chariot? 


prayer at the open window” is a word that 

leaped to’: my memory as I commenced to 
write, and, laying aside all else I betook myself to 
my knees beseeching God to speed on his chariot 
wheels. Still he tarries, and still we wait. Why does 
revival tarry? 

From several quarters where the saints have gath- 
ered in groups for prayer we learn of hopeful signs, 
Wistful and confident they hope on. That is the true 
spirit. Nothing is gained by a moody pessimism. In 
a former article Finney was quoted as-saying “that the 
church can have a revival at any time.” Let the 
reader again take from his shelves ‘Finney’s “Lec- 
tures on Revivals” and he will see with what daring 
insistence he dweils on this fact. Why does revival not 
come? The inescapable answer is that the fault is 
ours. God is not subject to moods. He is not fitful, 
—earnest now and apathetic then. His passion to 
save is an eternal passion, and his will, which is our 
sanctification, is a constant force. That being so, we 
naturally inquire how it is that his power is so lament- 
ably restrained? It may be 

Because we have substituted human contrivance for 
the Spirit’s power. 

The truth we need to dwell upon constantly, and to 
grasp with resolute confidence, is the actual presence 


“W/ ORK with drawn blinds yields iess than 





This is the fifth of a series of editorials on Revival, by 
Joseph W. Kemp, minister of the Baptist Tabernacle, Auck- 
land, New Zealand. The sixth and concluding editorial will 
be published in an early issue. 


and the unchangeable good will of the Holy Spirit 
in the Church of Christ. We sometimes pray as 
though the Holy Ghost were pent up in Heaven, and 
as though it were our business to overcome a divine 
reluctance to open the channels and grant us an out- 
flow of blessing. But the Holy Ghost has been given, 
and of the gift there is no recall. God is with us, and 
his presence means everlasting and infinite oppor- 
tunity. 

We go back in thought to the company of disciples 
who waited for the promise of the Father. They 
were all together, in one: place, of one mind, unani- 
mous in expectancy and in consecration. The breath 
of God filled the house. The sound was of a mighty 
rushing wifid, and cloven tongues as of fire sat upon 
each of them. Then these simple men and women, 
filled with the fullness of God, arose to meet the 
multitude, the light of God shining in their faces, the 
power of God thrilling in their voices; they spake 
words that were works, thousands were pricked to 
the heart and passed through penitence into peace. 
The Holy Spirit was given. 

In speaking at the Methodist: Conference in England 
some years ago, the Rev. W. Russell Maltby said 
that in Jerusalem there was a pool at which people 
waited for the angel to go down and trouble ‘the 
waters. Methodism could not wait for the angel, so 
it putin a turbine that the waters may be troubled 
all the time. He proposed to “take out the turbine 
and wait for the angel” That somewhat witty say- 
ing states accufately our present trouble. We are 
trying to get up-to-date turbines to do the work of 
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angels, but nothing happens. I knew a church in 
Edinburgh that substituted a Scotch concert for the 
week-night prayer-meeting. A turbine insiead of the 
angel. 

“The most terrible fact of modern church life,” 
says Chadwick, “is that the committee has ousted the 
prayer-meeting.” It is the difference between organ- 
ism and mechanism, and the sooner our eyes are open 
to the fallacy of the turbine device, and we wait 
for the angel, just that much sooner will revival come. 
We have been side-tracked into all sorts of organiza- 
tions, but no mighty works are being wrought. The 
Spirit is promised, nay, he is given. Why then does 
he not work more mightily? May it not be that the 
neglect of the ministry of the Spirit accounts largely 
for the blunders and disasters in the churches? Sun- 
day-school scholars are slipping from our grasp by 
the tens of thousands every year. We have ceased to 
attract the masses to our church services. We fail 
to grip the modern mind. We have lost the note of 
authority and the secret of power, through persistent 
neglect of the Holy Spirit of God. That is the 
one reason why the wheels of his chariot drag 
heavily. 


Another reason is that we have increased our auxil- 
aries and weakened our center, 


Prayer-meetings have died out because men do not 
believe in the Holy Ghost. There is a strong and 
deepening feeling in the hearts of many of God’s 
people that there is urgent need to call a halt in the 
pressure of our activities, that we may “give our- 
selves continually to prayer.’ We do not under- 
value the labor so freely given in these days by a 
probably larger number of workers than have ever 
before been enrolled in the service of the Gospel; 
but from all hands there comes the sad and ominous 
testimony that the prayer-meeting.is slighted. Of 
some congregational mid-week prayer-meetings, the 
only adjectives the ministers can use are “wretched,” 
or “miserable.” Many Christians are much more 
eager to speak to their fellow men than to speak to 
God. To mention this fact is to put our finger on 
the weak spot in our service, and to indicate the 
cause of so much fruitless effort. 

That times of quickening and enlargement in the 
Church have been preceded and accompanied by an 
outpouring of the spirit of prayer is written indelibly 
on every page of her history. 

But what>may be regarded as an aggravation of 
our present unsatisfactory condition lies in the fact 
that the quality —if we dare use this term—as well 
as the quantity of prayer has declined. Much of 
our praying is formal and cold, entirely lacking in 
intensity and definiteness, and in that soul-consuming 
earnestness that will not be silenced, and that clings 
till it prevails. Without such fervent and definite 
prayer there is little expectation of blessing, and even 
less result. 

Hence it will not suffice merely to multiply the 
number of our prayer-meetings, and by vigorous action 
increase the attendances. We must seek for the true 
spirit of prayer. And we have to wait for this. We 
may have to wait because we are not prepared to 
receive it, and because God must test us and prove 
to ourselves as well as to him whether we are really 
in earnest in seeking enlarged blessing. We cannot 
force or. compel this spirit, it must come from the 
mighty inworking of the Divine Spirit. And it will 
not begin in crowded gatherings or with excited ad- 
dresses. To souls who in silence and solitude wait 
for*him, God shall appear, and as the divine fire 
kindles in their souls they shall go forth to set others 
aglaw with a like divine fervency. Molten iron flows 
freely, but it reaches this condition only in the fur- 
nace. Our cold, hard, unfeeling hearts need to be 
moved by divine constraints. We need to have a 
sense of our own and the world’s need laid so heavily 
upon our hearts in the presence of God that we are 
compelled to bring to him a burden that is much too 
great for us. 

Let us pray for the spirit of prayer. 
pray — not criticize and blame others. We shall pray 
—not talk about prayer. We shall pray —not make 
nice Scriptural or emotional speeches to God. We 
shall pray — not offer prayer as if we were presenting 
something to God; but we shall so pray that our 
souls, our true selves, shall be melted and poured 
out in ardent supplication. Thus praying and wait- 
ing we shall neither pray nor wait in vain. 

When touched by the Spirit of God, our prayers 
ascend like the smoke from the burning incense. In 
a little village in England there was an old man who 
frequented a chapel which was but sparsely attended. 
The membership had dwindled to seven persons, all 
old folk. Sin held high carnival; his own son, a 
family man, was among the unsaved. It was a bitter 
thought for the old man to take with him into the 
other world. So he prayed, and prayed, and prayed. 
What was to be done? Who will attack the Devil’s 
stronghold?. An evangelist of the old-fashioned type, 
well armed with Gospel shot, was sent to the village, 
and the citadel of evil was shaken to its very founda- 
tion. In conversation with the evangelist the old man 
said: “I feel sure it’s come, sir, God told me so 


Then we shall 
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this morning at one o’clock, when I was praying by 
my bedside. I have spent the night in prayer. I 
couldn't help it, for I feel if there is not a revival 
soon my heart will break.” Fine old soul! The re- 
vival came, for God always keeps his word. Scores 
were converted, and among them was the old man’s 
son. Is this what our Lord meant when he said, 
“The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force?” 


Men have become worldly and lost their marks of 
separation. ; i 

Again and again we ask why it is that with our 
multiplied agencies in operation so few are influenced. 
The answer appears in the utter disregard shown by 
so many professing Christians to the divine command 
in 2 Corinthians 6:14, 15: “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? and what con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial?” Herein lies to a 
great extent the reason for the delay of revival. 
Worldliness is eating like a canker at the vitals of 
the Church. Let us not misunderstand the meaning 
of the term “worldliness.” As Dr. Campbell Morgan 
has pointed out: “There is a world.. ess in religion. 
A worldliness in education. A worldliness in com- 
merce, and a worldliness in pleasure.” 

By worldliness in religion is the idea that things 
of the world, beauty of form and color and the fine 
fragrance of incense, constitute religion. By world- 
liness in education is to be understood education which 
deals only with the knowledge of the material and 
temporal. Worldliness in commerce refers to a pas- 
sion for possession of goods to the neglect of God, 
which ultimately means selfishness, greed, and op- 
pression. We are to understand that worldliness in 
pleasure is the abuse of the senses by forgetfulness 
of the spiritual. In this fourfold fashion worldli- 
ness is operative in the church and is devitalizing her 
spiritual forces. One of the most drastic verses in 
the Bible ‘is that of 1 John 2:15, where the apostle 
urges: “Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.” 

Worldliness enwraps the church with its deadly 
embrace. It acts upon the human spirit as deadly 
bacteria act upon the body. No human eye, beholds 
the tiny creatures that impregnate the atmosphere; 
nevertheless they make their home in impoverished 
human bodies and speedily reduce their victims to pros- 
tration. In like manner the worldly spirit which reigns 
among men seizes upon impoverished souls — fre- 
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quently without their knowing it—and spoils their 
spiritual life. y 

This is one of the most important truths for us to 
learn in view of our clamant need of revival. Do 
we not in this direction find the answer to the oft- 
repeated inquiry, Why does revival tarry? It is not 
that this man attends the theater and the other plays 
cards, and another goes to the dance — such conduct 
is, as every honest heart knows, a hindrance to the 
progress of God’s chariot. But it is rather that the 
worldly spirit has the church by the throat and is 
strangling her. Light and darkness cannot amalga- 
mate, nor can we form an alliance between the “temple 
of the living God and idols.” May the Lord open our 
eyes to the magnitude of this evil and the sad havoc 
it is causing, and enable us to purge ourselves from 
the accursed leaven of worldliness. Let there be an 
entire surrender of our being to God, and let the 
voice of profession and the hands of action accord 
together. Then, but not till then, will the Lord work 
through his people in the manner he desires, and then 
shall the Church be acknowledged. as the joy and 
beauty of the: whole earth, for the King will be pleased 
to manifest his glory in her midst. 

Again, in how many cases is it simply true that 
tolerated sin foils the grace of God and obstructs the 
movement of his divine power. 

The other day a friend took a journey in his auto- 
mobile. A few minutes after starting the chauffeur 
exclaimed, “There is something wrong, sir,” and drew 
up at the roadside. He had noticed nothing amiss, but 
the chauffeur knew that the power of his machine 
was failing. After a brief examination he said, “The 
gas is not feeding, sir.’ Now the gas is the spirit 
of the machine. The energies involved in its chemical 
make-up, being freed, give to the engine a force that 
is akin to life. But if the gas fails the automobile 
is a mass of costly, curious ironmongery, impotent 
to move, and heavy to push. The gas had not failed, 
but it was not “feeding.” There was an obstruction 
in the tube. A delay of ten minutes admitted of the 
removal of the obstruction. The engine throbbed 
again, and we moved swiftly on our journey. In too 
many instances our churches are occupied with vain 
endeavors to push the car instead of removing the 
obstructions which stop the flow of the sufficient power 
of God. Child of God, call a halt. Pull up at the 
roadside and in answer to prayer the fatal obstruc- 
tions, often as obscure as they are fatal, will be re- 
vealed. In answer to prayer grace will be given for 
their removal, and the unhindered Spirit of God will 
do his own work and achieve his own victories. 





The Harkness Music Ministry 


Another of the Sunday-school Golden Texts set 
to music by Robert Harkness, which are singing their 
way into the hearts and the lives of THE SuNbDAy 
ScHoo. Times Family, will appear in next week’s 
issue, on the lesson “The Rich Man and Lazarus”; 
the verse set to music is Matthew 6:20, “But lay 


up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” These Golden 
Texts in Song are appearing about once a month 
exclusively in THE Sunpay Scuoot Times, and 
readers are writing to tell of the blessings that have 
come from this new feature. If your Sunday-school 
is using the Golden Text in Song, will you not write 
a letter to the Editor telling how your school or 
department makes use of them and what results you 
are seeing? 

Mr. and Mrs. Harkness will be welcomed by many 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times Family in churches 
and homes throughout America in their nation-wide 
tour, beginning-in April in which they will conduct 
sacred music recitals. Not long ago the Harknesses 
gave such a program at a Norwegian Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. <A mother brought her little child, 
four years of age, to Mr. Harkness before the service 
started, and reminded him, “You were here two years 
ago.” He recalled the visit and asked her why she 
mentioned it. She smiled and said: “My little girl 
was then only two years of age, but she learned the 
Scripture chorus you composed that Sunday afternoon, 
and I want you to hear her sing it.” Later in the 
service Mr. Harkness announced that the young solo- 
ist would sing. The little tot stood up and sang: 
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief.” It was sung correctly, 
and as Mr. Harkness thanked the little child she said 
in her quaint treble: “I’m going to be a missionary.” 
The composer was glad indeed that the Word had 
taken root in her little heart. 

THE Sunpay ScnHoor Tres heartily commends 
these unusual musical services, rich with evangelistic 
and spiritual blessing, which Mr. and Mrs. Harkness 
conduct. They depend entirely upon free will offer- 
ings in the meetings tc meet the expenses, and at this 
writing there are a few dates still open in May, which 





they may be able to give to the cities named upon 
immediate application by mail or telegram: 
May 13—Springfield, Ohio. 
“ 14—Decatur, Il. 
17—Indianapolis, Ind. 
24, 25—Dayton, Ohio. 
“ 26—Columbus, Ohio. 
27—Zanesville, Ohio. 
“ 28—Wheeling, W. Va. 
“ 31—Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Communications should be sent to Mr. Robert Hark- 
ness, 1632 Huntington Drive, South Pasadena, Cal. 


x 
Another Veteran S. S. T. Club Secretary 


If you want to live to a ripe old age, secure 
subscribers to THE SuNDAY ScHoot Times! Don’t 
you believe it? A letter was published in this de- 
partment in the Times of January 31 telling of a 
lady ninety-three years old who is in charge of a 
club of Sunpay ScHoot Times subscribers, does most 
of her own work, teaches an adult Bible class, and 
‘works in the W. C. T. U.,— Mrs. Esther S. Sherrer, 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. The Tres published a let- 
ter also from Mrs. Sherrer herself, and ventured the 
opinion that it was hardly likely that anyone of. the 
more than 6,000 club secretaries of THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Times holds a record higher than hers. The 
record still stands, but here comes an interesting let- 
ter from Bridgewater, Mass.: 

In line with Notes on Open Letters in the Times 

of January 31,°a clubber in town through whom I 

take the paper, Edmund W. Merritt, had a ninetieth 

birthday last November, and was in good health for 
that age. 

Hearty congratulations and sincere appreciation to 
Mr. Merritt as well as ta Mrs. Sherrer. If there 
are other club secretaries in their class the Ties 
would certainly like to hear from them. This honored 
sister and brother are proving the precious promises 
of God’s Word, especially His assurance that, “even 
to your old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs will 
I carry. you: I have made, and I will bear; even I 
will carry, and will deliver you” (Isa. 46:4). 
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The Atheist Describes John Barleycorn 


Jack London speaking for himself in one of his famous books 











By an ex-Atheist 











ACK LONDON was an atheist. Mrs. Londou’s 

biography calls it “materialist-monist”; which is 

about as different from atheist for all practical pur- 

poses as six is different from half a dozen. Any- 
way, atheist or “materialist-monist,” he had no use 
for the Christian’s God. People said he died from 
too much Scotch whisky. God—the Christian’s God 
—saves men from “Scotch” and all other forms of 
sin, if they will let him. But he does not, and 
cannot, save materialist-monists. as. such. Nor can 
materialism-monism save them. It did not in this 
case. And if there is a case on record where material- 
ism-monism has killed the power of “Scotch” (or 
other forms of sin) over a man’s life, let the fact be 
widely published. I have never heard of such a case. 
It is to point out this fact that this article is written. 

I had some correspondence with Mrs. London (a 
lady whom I highly respect) regarding her “Book of 
Jack London”; I told her incidentally but frankly 
that I was writing some articles about her husband 
and his philosophy from the Christian standpoint. 
I am not at liberty to make this correspondence pub- 
lic. I told her that I had not seen the biography for 
several years and that the Los Angeles Public Library 
did not seem to have it. Where could I get it? 

‘She replied, urging me by all means to. find the 
biography. She reminded me (as I have said in the 
previous article) that Jack London was an artist and 
that, as such, he had overdrawn things in some of 
his books for artistic effect and— well, anyway, to 
be sure and find the biography. ; 

Well, I found the biography; it was in the Los 
Angeles Library after all. A library attendant had 
misinformed me. And I am checking up my articles 
by the biography, as well as by others of the London 
books, the testimony of ‘his old neighbors, and his 
legion of other friends. I am trying to be fair. But 
truth is truth. Does fighting against God help a man 
when he needs help? Let us see. 

Meditating Suicide 
Jack London was frank, even brutally frank, in 
- giving facts about himself. Let us give him credit 
. for that. He does this in “John Barleycorn.” 

“John Barleycorn” is not fiction, though written 
in the author’s vivid and powerful way. It is biograph- 
ical, so far as Jack’s contact with liquor is concerned ; 
and that contact, as is well known, was rather inti- 
mate throughout his life. So we shall let Jack Lon- 
don speak for himself in “John Barleycorn,” even 
as we let him speak for himself in “Martin Eden” in 
a previous article. s 

Speaking of the “life troubles and heart troubles 
he had to face at a certain period of his life, Mr. 
London says in “John Barleycorn”: 

“Mine was no uncommon experience. I had read 
too much positive sciencé and lived too much positive 
life. In the eagerness of youth I had made the ancient 
mistake of pursuing Truth too relentlessly. I had torn 
her veils from her, and the sight was too terrible for 
me to stand. In brief I lost my fine faiths in pretty 
well everything except humanity, and the humanity 
I retained faith in was a very stark humanity indeed.” 

“This long sickness of pessimism is too well known 
to most of us to be detailed here. Let it suffice to 

- state that I had it very bad. I meditated suicide 
coolly, as a Greek philosopher might. . . . What really 
saved me was my one remaining illusion — the people.” 

“The things I had: fought for and burned my mid- 
night oil for had failed me. Success—I despised it. 
Recognition — it was dead ashes. Society, men and 
women above the ruck and the muck of the water- 
front and the forecastle—I was appalled by their 
unlovely mental mediocracy. Love of women— it was 

- Like all the rest. Money —I could only sleep in one 
‘bed at a time, and of what worth was an income of 

-’a hundred porterhouses a day when I could only eat 
‘one? Art, culture—in the face of the iron facts of 
biology such things were ridiculous.” 

“From the foregoing it can be seen how very sick 
I was. I was a born fighter. The things I had fought 
for had not proved worth the fight. . . . One way 
only was uppermost in my thought — my revolver; the 
crashing, eternal darkness of a bullet. There was 
plenty of whisky in the house—for my guests. I 
never touched it. . . . So obsessed was I with the 
desire to die that I feared I might commit the act 
in my sleep, and I was compelled to give my revolver 
away to others who were to lose it where my sub- 
conscious hand might not find it.” 

To save himself he deliberately turned away from 
“the mystery at the back of life and beyond the stars” 
—in other words, away from his-black, stark, hope- 
less materialism; away from Spencer, Nietzsche, and 


A convict fleeing through Florida swamps, with 
baying bloodhounds in the dist: . ld scarcely 
feel more helpless or terror-stricken than Jack 
London as he saw the craving for drink overtaking 
him. For he was accustomed to study human 
nature, and he knew his own moods as well as 
those of others, and he saw that he was losing 
the race. The saddest part of the story is that 
he did not know or would not accept the only 
Way of escape. As the ex-Atheist in this sixth 
article of his series quotes London’s vivid yet 
infinitely pathetic analysis of his‘: own condition, 
one is reminded of the Preacher’s words: “ Vanity 
of vanities; all is vanity.” There is a sharp lesson 
here for any who might feel that health, plenty 
of money, and an outdoor life would do away 
with most of their troubles. 











their like, and threw himself into the radical labor 
movement as a Socialist. , 

And then, along with growing success and popular- 
ity, came John Barleycorn. London became a social 
lion. The Bohemian and similar clubs wined him 
and dined him. He began to drink their fine liquors. 
He had many guests and he kept liquor for them — 
good liquor. 

“Besides, I had written a string of successful books, 
and society demands some portion of the recreation 
hours of the fellow who writes books... . 

“And now we begin to come to it. How to face 
social intercourse with the glamor gone? John Bar- 
leycorn! The ever-patient one had waited a quarter 
of a century and more for me to reach out my hand 
in need. of him. His thousand tricks had failed, thanks 
to.my constitution and good luck, but he had more 
tricks in his bag —” 

Liquor began to get hold of him. For the first 
time in his life he began to realize that he “wanted it.” 

“One day, just before I ate midday dinner, after 
my morning’s writing was done, when I had no guest, 
I took a cocktail by myself. Thereafter, when there 
were no guests, I took this daily, predinner cocktail. 
And right there John Barleycorn had me. I was be- 
ginning to drink regularly. J was beginning to drink 
alone.” 

At this point he digresses a moment with a bit of 
moralizing : 

“Please remember, as I write this development of 
my drinking, that I am no fool, no weakling. As the 
world measures such things I am a success—I dare 
say a success more conspicuous than the success of 
the average successful man, and a success that re- 
quired a pretty fair amount of brains and will power. 
My body is a strong body. It has survived where 
weaklings died like flies. And yet these things which 
I am relating happened to my body and to me. I am 
a fact. My drinking is a fact. My drinking is a 
thing that has happened, and is no theory for specu- 
lation; and, as I see it, it but lays the emphasis on 
the power of John Barleycorn—a savagery that we 
still permit to exist; a deadly institution that lingers 
from the mad old brutal days and that takes its heavy 
toll of youth and strength and high spirit, and of 
very much of all of the best that we breed.” 


No Work without Drink 


Along about 1905 he built his little ship The Snark, 
and he and his wife and a picked crew sailed for the 
South Seas. Under the fierce tropical sun they had 
some trying experiences. The dependence upon drink 
grew upon him, and on reaching Australia he went 
into the hospital for a time. During most of this 
time, under contract to furnish copy, he continued to 
turn out his thousand words a day. 

Finally, back on the California ranch at Glen Ellen, 
the effects of the hardships of the long voyage wore 
off, but the drinking continued. It began to further 
master him. He could neither write nor sleep with- 
out liquor. He says: 

“The gravity of this I realized too well. I made 
new rules. Resolutely I would refrain from drinking 
until my work was done. But a new and most diabol- 
ical complication arose. The work refused to be done 
without drinking. It just couldn’t be done. I had 
to drink in order to do it. I was beginning to fight 
now. I had the craving at last, and it was mastering 
me. I would sit at my desk and dally with pad and 
pen, but words refused to flow. My brain could not 
think the proper thoughts because it was continually 
obsessed with the one thought that across the room 
in the liquor cabinet stood John Barleycorn. When, 
in despair, I took my drink, at once my brain loosened 
up and began to roll off the thousand words.” 





Chapter 35 of “John Barleycorn” begins: “But the 
freight has to be paid. John Barleycorn began to 
collect; and he collected, not so much from the body 
as from the mind. The old long sickness, which had 
been purely an intellectual sickness, recrudesced. The 
old ghosts, long laid, lifted their heads again. But 
they were different and more deadly ghosts. The old 
ghosts, intellectual in their inception, had been laid 
by a sane and normal logic. But now they were 
raised by the White Logic of John Barleycorn, and 
John Barleycorn never lays the ghosts of his own 
raising. For this sickness of pessimism, caused by 
drink, one must drink further in quest of the anodyne 
that John Barleycorn promises but never delivers.” 

Lured on by the grim “White Logic,” the logic 
of death, the sad story, the story of a strong man who 
lost because he chose to fight without the help of the 
One who is mighty to save, goes on: 

“On my lonely ranch in the Valley of the Moon, 
brain-soaked with many months of alcohol, I am op- 
pressed by the cosmic sadness that has always been 
the heritage of man. In vain do I ask myself why I 
should be sad. My nights are warm. My roof does 
not leak. I have food galore for all the caprices of 
appetite. Every creature comfort is mine. In my 
body are no aches or pains. The good old flesh 
machine moves smoothly on. Neither brain nor muscle 
is overworked. I have land, money, power, recogni- 
tion from the world, a consciousness that I do my 
meed of good in serving others, a mate whom I love, 
children that are of my own fond flesh. I have done 
and am doing what a good citizen of the world should 
do. I have built houses, many houses, and tilled many 
a hundred acres. And as for trees, have I not planted 
a hundred thousand? . Everywhere, from any window 
of my house, I can gaze-forth upon these trees of my 
—_- standing valiantly erect and aspiring toward 
the sun. 


The Shadow over Sonoma Valley, 


“My life is fallen in pleasant places. Not a hun- 
dred men in a million have been as lucky as I. And 
yet with all this vast good fortune am I sad. And 
I am sad because John Barleycorn is with me... . 

“Wander with me through one mood of the myriad 
of moods of sadness into which one is plunged by 
John Barleycorn. I ride out over my beautiful ranch. 
Between my legs is a beautiful horse. The air is 
wine. The grapes on a score of rolling hills are red 
with autumn flame. Across Sonoma mountain wisps 
of sea fog are stealing. The afternoon sun smoulders 
in the drowsy sky. I have everything to make me 
glad I am alive. I am all sun and air and sparkle. 
I am vitalized, organic. I move, I have the power 
of movement, I command movement of the live thing 
I bestride. I am possessed with the pomps of being, 
and know proud passions and inspirations. I have ten 
thousand august connotations. I am a king in the 
kingdom of sense, and trample the face of the un- 
complaining dust. 

“And yet, with jaundiced eye I gaze upon all this 
beauty and wonder about me, and with jaundiced brain 
consider the pitiful figure I cut in this world that 
endured so long without me and will endure again 
without me. I remember the men who broke their 
hearts and their backs over this stubborn soil that now 
belongs to me. As if anything imperishable could be- 
long to the perishable! These men passed. I, too, 
shall pass. These men toiled and cleared and planted, 
gazed with aching eyes while they rested their labor- 
stiffened bodies on these same sunrises and sunsets; 
at the autumn glory of the grape, and at the fog-wisps 
stealing over the mountain. And they are gone. And 
I know that I, too, shall some day, and that soon, 


gone. 

“Gone? I am going now. ...I am aware that in 
this disintegrating body which has been dying since 
I was born I carry a skeleton; that under the rind 
of flesh. which is called my face is a bony, noseless 
death’s head. All-of which does not shudder me. To 
be afraid is to be healthy. Fear of death makes for 
life. But the curse of the White Logic is that it does 
not make one afraid. The world sickness of the White 
Logic makes one grin jocosely into the face of the 
= One and sneer at all the phantasmagoria of 
iving.” 

“I am going now!” Sad, terrible words! Prophetic 
words, too, as events were soon to prove. Did this 
phantom philosophy of his, this materialism so bravely 
adhered to,—did -it reach out a hand to him, or 
strike a blow for him when he needed it most? It. 
did not! On the contrary it bound him hand and foot 
while his “White Logic” robbed him, first of peace 

(Continued on page 186) 
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Sending Out the Good News Over the Air 


How the radio is being used in many parts of North America to proclaim faithfully the Word of God 











radio ministry of the Tenth Presbyterian 

Church of Philadelphia appeared in THE SuN- 
pay ScHoo, Times, entitled “Bolts from the Blue.” 
The broadcast from Philadelphia covers a very wide 
area, and the Times expressed the opinion that it was 
probably the largest radio project of a conservative, 
Gospel type in the country. An appeal for informa- 
tion regarding similar efforts to preach Christ over 
the air has brought a substantial number of letters 
telling of other churches and Christian workers who 
are thus enlarging their ministry. 

In addition to the letters published herewith the 
Times gives a concise list of these stations and the 
hours when the Gospel broadcasts are sent over the 
air, for the convenience of readers in different parts 
of the country. In this “Radio Directory” the Times 
intends to include mention of only such broadcasting 
stations or services as it believes are true to the faith, 
standing for the only Gospel and the whole counsel 
of God. Should any item appear here by mistake, 
not in accord with this position, the Times desires 
information to that effect, and will welcome informa- 
tion as to other stations, not yet listed, which should 
be considered for .publication in later issues. This 
“Radio Directory,’ appearing from time to time, is 
intended as a service to Christian people, so that they 
may know from what stations they can be sure of 
hearing messages true to the Word. 

The following letters received up to the present 
time show not only particulars as to station, place, 
and time, together with the exact nature oi the broad- 
cast, but also give some idea of the results that have 
been observed in connection with the services. 


The Lutheran Hour 


The first national Lutheran radio hour was broad- 
cast by the Columbia System on Thursday, October 
2, 1930, from ten to ten-thirty P. M., Eastern Time. 
The Lutheran Layman’s League of the Missouri Synod 
has signed the contract for this period throughout 
the year. The programs will originmaie from New 
York, Chicago, St. Louis, and other points, and they 
go on the air over a thirty-four station, coast-to-coast 
hook-up. Other stations will be added in the near 
future. It is esiimated that the cost of the project 
will be approximately a quarter of a million dollars 
a year. The necessary money is being raised largely 
through freewill offerings by members of the Luth- 
eran Laymen’s League and the International Walther 
League, respectively the official lay and youth organ- 
izations of the Lutheran Synodical Conference of 
North America. No solicitation for funds will be 
made over the air during the programs. The Rev. 
Walter A. Maier, Ph.D., professor of the Old Testa- 
ment at Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, 
and nationally known speaker, has been chosen as 
preacher for the program. The sermonettes, which 
are to be limited to tweive minutes, are to be doc- 
trinal, non-polemical, and evangelistic in character. 

tue’ Missouri Synod represents a conservative and 
confessional type of Lutheranism, characterized by an 
energetic insistence on the authority of the Holy 
Scripture, the vicarious atonement, an individualistic 
concept of salvation and the complete separation of 
Church and state. Friends of the unadulterated Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the Virgin-born Saviour and 
Redeemer of sin-sick mankind, will certainly rejoice 
in this extension of its world-wide preaching. (The 
list of stations from which the Lutheran Hour is 
broadcast is given in the Radio Directory). 


Dee the autumn of 1930 an article on the 


A Lawyer on the Sunday School Lessons 


From Station WABC, New York City, and over 
about twenty stations of the Columbia chain, at eight 
o'clock every Saturday morning, James E. Bennet, 
counselor-at-law, has been giving a five-minute expo- 
sition of the International Sunday School Lesson for 
the following day. These lessons are prepared and 
mimeographed a few days in advance and are mailed 
to anyone who writes requesting them, so that they 
may have them before Sunday. This is given under 


the auspices of the New York City Evangelistic 
Committee. ; 


Preaching the Risen and Coming Lord 


_ Thousands of people have come to know that Sta- 
tion WQAO, New York, is Calvary Baptist Church. 
The doctrinal position of the church is cut in stone 
over the entrance, “We preach Christ crucified, risen 
and coming again.” The pastor, the Rev. Will H. 
Houghton, stands unwaveringly on these truths. 
WQAO is run on 207 meters, 1010 kilocycles, and 


In the midst of the medley of sounds broadcast 
over the radio, there is a large and welcome vol- 
ume of true preaching of the Word. As a new 
service to its readers the Times now gives news 
of a number of stations that regularly broadcast 
Scriptural messages, with a concise list of these 
stations. 


The list or Radio Directory will be published 
from time to time, revi as may be needed. 
The Times will welcome information as to preach- 
ing stations not included in the present list that 
are true to the fundamentals of the faith; letters 
should be addressed to Radio Editor, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 


The Literary Digest recently reported that “the 
largest singie enterprise on the air today is re- 
ligious broadcasting under Protestant leadership, 
this fact having been announced by the joint radio 
commission representing the Federal Council of 
Churches and the Greater New York Federation 
of Churches.” Unfortunately many religious mes- 
sages going out over the air from these and other 
organizations represent varying shades of Mod- 
ernism and unscriptural cults or sects of divers 
character. The Times hopes to include in its radio 
news information concerning only those broad- 
casts representing the evangelical Christian faith. 








broadcasts Sunday from 11 A. M. to 12.30 P. M., 3 
to 4.30 P. M., and 7.30 to 9.30 P. M.; also on Wed- 
nesday from 7.30 to 8.30 P. M. Friends of America’s 
Keswick will be interested to know that a Victorious 
Life Rally held monthly in Calvary Baptist Church 
is now being broadcast. 


The New York Evangelistic Committee 


Every morning (week days) at eight o’clock for 
fifteen minutes, and on Sunday morning from 8 to 
9, the Columbia Broadcasting System has a fine serv- 
ice, with sound speakers, under the auspices of the 
Evangelistic Committee of New York. 


Giving the Invitation Over the Air 


It is the happy privilege of the First Baptist Church 
of Patchogue, Long Island, N. Y., to engage in this 
work. ' Our Sunday evening service, as well as an 
hour’s radio Gospel service every Friday morning at 
ten, is braadcast from Station WPOE. The evening 
service is always evangelistic and the invitation is 
given to the radio audience as well as to those in the 
building to accept the crucified and risen Saviour. 
It is interesting to note that, contrary to some pre- 
dictions, our evening service is better atiended since 
being on the air. This is also true of all the services, 
and we thank God for it. 


From a New Jersey Seashore Resort 


In answer to prayer the Lord has opened up for 
us here the opporiunity of sending out our entire 
evening service. We have signed a contract with WCAP 
“The Voice of Asbury Park,” covering a period of 
one year, beginning January 4, 1931. Already the 
Lord has placed his approval upon our venture, for 
in a wonderful way he has sent in contributions with- 
out any definite solicitation. We are trusting him 
and know he never fails. In regard to the preacher 
and the messages, the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church is the Rev. C. Gordon Brownville, who ac- 
cepted the call here because of the opportunity to 
preach a complete Gospel,— Christ crucified, risen, 
and coming. The station, once again, is WCAP, 1280 
kilocycles or 234.2 meters, and the time is Sunday 
evening at 7.45. 


From the “Valley of Blessing” 


The regular services of Berachah Church, Philadel- 
phia, are broadcast over the radio station, WRAX, 
1020 kilocycles. In addition a “Non-Sectarian Radio 
Hour” is held on Sunday mornings from 8 to 9 and 
on week days from 9.30 to 10 A. M. Old-fashioned 
Gospel hymns are sung and the message is given by 
Theodore Elsner, evangelist. 


** Meditation Moments” 


In reply to your request for information about a 
radio program with full Gospel program, we should 
like to tell you about the “Meditation Moments” 
given by Virginia Brant Berg, of the Alliance Taber- 
nacle, Miami, Fla. Mrs. Berg is speaking over Sta- 
tion WQAM, Miami, Fla. at 10.30 A. M. every 





Sunday, and her message over the air is a blessing 
to all who listen. 


A Presbyterian Evening Service 


The Sunday evening service of the Central North 
Broad Street Presbyterian. Church, Philadelphia, is 
broadcast every week over Stations WIP-WFAN, 
from 8 to 9 P. M. (610 kilocycles or 492 meters). 
The Rev. Merril T. MacPherson is the pastor. 


A Texas Pastor on the Sunday School Lessen 


Since we broadcast twice each Sunday, and inas- 
much as the preacher is a Fundamentalist through 
and through, I thought you might want to know 
about our broadcast. Every Sunday morning, from 
8 to 9, the Rev. J. C. Sisemore, pastor of the Taber- 
nacle Baptist Church of Amarillo, Tex., speaks on 
the International Sunday School Lesson from the dis- 
pensational and Fundamental standpoint, over Staiion 
KGRS, Amarillo, 1410 kilocycles, 1000 watts. This 
includes about twenty-five minutes of Gospel singing 
by our Tabernacle Baptist Church “Gospel Song 
Birds.” The old-time Gospel songs are used largely 
and we receive comment from many places and differ- 
ent states. Then we broadcast our Sunday evening 
services from the church over Station WDAG, same 
wave length and power as above. 


The Kentucky ‘‘Radio Tabernacle Hour” 


A program.is broadcast from Station WFIW, Hop- 
kinsville, Ky. This is an independent, full Gospel 
work and is known over the air as the “Radio Taber- 
nacle Hour.” It is interdenominational in scope and 
intensely evangelistic and devotional in character. The 
program is under the direction of Evangelists James 
D. Price and Charles E. Kerr, who hold membership 
in the Louisville branch of the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance Church. However, this is an inde- 
pendent work, the Alliance is never mentioned, and 
we may add that the work has nothing to do with and 
is not under the supervision either directly or in- 
directly of .the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
This program is broadcast from Station WFIW, 
Hopkinsville, Ky., every morning (except Sundays) 
from 7 to 8 o’clock and every Sunday afternoon from 
3 to 4 o'clock (Central Standard Time). 


Columbia Bible College 


A great opportunity has opened here in South Caro- 
lina to send out messages on the radio from Colum- 
bia Bible College, of which the Rev. Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin is president. The Times has asked for 
reports as to how God is using his Word as it is 
sent over the air. Its readers will be interested to 
know that great blessing has come to many through 
the messages broadcast four times a week in thirty- 
minute periods from Station WIS, wave length 296.9, 
1010 kilocycles. (The Times plans to publish in an 
early issue a fuller account of the way in which God 
has blessed the Columbia Bible College radio.) 


Sacred Song, Bible Study, and Sermon 


We have been broadcasting for the past two years 
and more over a station of 1180 kilocycles, 254.10 
meters. The call letters are WDGY, Minneapolis, 
and we are on every Wednesday with a half-hour 
program at 11.30 A. M. The church is the Broad- 
way Temple of Minneapolis, and the pastor is the 
Rev. Carl A. Hognander. The Wednesday program 
consists of some songs by Mrs. Hognander and a 
fifteen-minute Bible talk. On Saturday evening we 
are on the air from 6 to 7, with different talent. We 
sing only the old Gospel songs, and the pastor gives 
a twenty-minute sermon. 


The “Good News Hour” 


When you again list the radio stations which broad- 
cast the true Gospel, you might include ours also, — 
Station WRHM, 1250 kilocycles, 239.9 meters, every 
Sunday afternoon from 5 to 6 P. M. This broad- 
cast comes from the First Swedish Baptist Church 
in Minneapolis, and is called the “Good Néws Hour.” 
We feel the call of God to.enlarge our work as a 
church and as children of the Almighty God to send 
this “Good News” of the saving power of Jesus Christ 
out upon the air. The pastor of the church is the 
Rev. Anton E. Sjolund. 


Popular Bible Lessons 


There has been stich a wide and persistent demand 
for copies of the various radio Bible lessons given 
over Station WDAF, Kansas City, 491.5 meters, 





























Lesson for April 12 


610 kilocycles, in the daily broadcast, that it has 
seemed desirable to issue these in printed form. We 
plan to issue a publication which will contain the six 
messages of the week preceding its appearance. The 
Sunday-school lesson will occupy the first page. The 
teacher is Dr. Walter L. Wilson of Kansas City. 


Two Indianapolis Stations 


In response to your request for information regard- 
ing religious broadcasts, I want to tell you of two 
from Indianapolis, both of which have been very help- 
ful and are given regularly each week. 

The Wheeler City Mission every Wednesday from 
5.45 to 6.15 P. M. over WFBM. 

The First Evangelical -Church “Uplifting nk 
each Wednesday from 7 to 7.30 P. M., over WKBF 


A Continuous Ministry for Eight Years 


Station WOW, the principal Omaha station, was 
opened in April, 1923. On a Sunday morning at 9 
o'clock, Central Time, the Rev. R. R. Brown, pastor 
of the Omaha Gospel Tabernacle of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, and Superintendent of the 
Western District, broadcast the first religious service 
to go out over the air from Omaha, which was also 
the first nondenominational service to be broadcast 
in America, so far as is known. During these nearly 
eight years, he has carried on a continuous ministry 
without a break of even one Sunday. In the case 
of his enforced absence he has secured some minister 
to preach in his stead. The whole truth of the Gos- 
pel of Christ is preached, and the ministry covers a 
large field. It has been used by the Holy Spirit to 
lead many to Christ, as evidenced by the letters of 
testimony received. ‘Requests for prayer from states 
near and far come in constantly. A testimony from 
Kansas, for instance, has been received telling of 
many souls there who have been moved to accept 
Christ by hearing Mr. Brown preach over the radio. 
Station WOW operates on 590 kilocycles. 

We hear many fine and helpful sermons over Sta- 
tion KMA at Shenandoah, Iowa. 


Three Widely Scattered Stations 


We praise God for the article in the Times and 
the knowledge that some, perhaps many, are finding 
Christ through the radio messages. While at Brook- 
ings, S. D., we broadcast occasionally and Know of 
the blessings to “shut-ins,” but the result of that one 
sentence, “Don’t shake your fist at God!” just warms 
the heart in a special way. Thank God there are 
many broadcasting the Old Faith, and we rejoice in 
being able to get good messages over the radio. My 
mission field covers forty-five miles, and I am away 
Sunday morning and part of the afternoon. 
though, we get Dr. Stewart P. MacLennan from 
Hollywood, over Station KNX. We know where to 
find it on our radio and just turn to it, for we en- 
joy Dr. MacLennan very much. 

The Rev. C. H. Churchill at Buffalo, N. Y., broad- 
casts over the Columbia System at 10.15 or 10.30 
Sunday nights. We do not get the very start of the 
service, but about 10.30 he comes in very clearly. 
I do not know his denomination, but he loves the 
Lord and preaches the-Word. He is the pastor of 
the Churchill Tabernacle at Buffalo. 

Then we get Dr. Frank Norris at Fort Worth, 
Tex., on Sunday nights about 9.30, when I get home 
from my own evening service. We usually get just 
the close of the sermon and the invitation, and what 
an invitation it is! 


Premillennial Messages 


I am going to give you a few stations where the 
premillennial Bible truth is preached. The Rev. R. R. 
Brown is undenominational but a real Bible man, 
and he speaks every Sunday morning at 9 over Sta- 
tion WOW, Omaha, 508.2 meters. 

The Rev. D. Cleveland“of the American United 
Church speaks every Sunday afternoon at 1.30 over 
Station WNAX, Yankton, S. D., 526 meters. ~ 

The Rev. John Steenhoven, the only Holland Re- 
formed premillennialist over the radio in the Mid- 
West, broadcasts on the last Sunday of each month 
at 9 P. M. over Station WNAX. 


The Denver Bible Institute 


I am happy to tell you that the Colorado Christian 
Fundamentals Association and the Denver Bible In- 
stitute, working in co-operation, are conducting a 
weekly Radio Bible Class. This Bible class broad- 
casts every Sunday evening from’9.30 to 10.30, Moun- 
tain Standard Time, over Station KLZ, Denver, on a 
wave length of 535.4 meters and a frequency of 560 
kilocycles. Our broadcast opens with a fine program 
of Gospel music, furnished by the Music Department 
of the Denver Bible Institute, and concludes with a 
Bible study message by Dean Clifton L. Fowler, Presi- 
- dent and Dean of the Institute. 


From Paul Rader’s Tabernacle 


Station WCFL, 300.1 meters broadcasts services 
from the Chicago Gospel Tabernacle, Paul Rader, 
pastor. The Tabernacle will be on the air every 





At night, 
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night of the week from 9.30 - 10.15, and all day 
Sunday from 10 A. M. to 10.15 P. M. Besides this, 
there is a short wave length station, WoXAA, which 
reaches every state in the Union and crosses the 
ocean, reaching the mission fields, so our programs 
will be broadcast over the two wave lengths at once. 


Three Broadcasts from a California Church 


The Calvary Church of Placentia, Cal., of which 
the Rev. Charles E. Fuller is pastor, is broadcasting 
through Station KGER, Long Beach, 1360 kilocycles. 
Mr. Fuller is also Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. We have had 
letters that there have been conversions over the radio 
and scores have told by letter and by word of mouth 
that they have been blessed and built up in a won- 
derful way through the preaching of the Word. Our 
hours of broadcast are from 11 A. M. to 12 noon, 
and 8 to 9 P. M., every Sunday, and we are hoping 
to have a half-hour at least three times a week during 
the morning hours for a program for the shut-ins. 
Since starting to broadcast over KGER, the church 
has received many complimentary letters and also 
a few checks for financial support, though no appeal 
for funds has been made, nor will one be broadcast 
at any time. The choir numbers and congregational 
hymns are wuSually old and well-known selections, 
which have proved very popular. The vibraphone for 
solos, with cello and other instrumental numbers which 
broadcast well, are also used. The sermon, around 
which the programs are arranged, is the vital part. 

In connection with the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles, and during what is called the “Pilgrims’ Hour” 
(a copyrighted name), Mr. Fuller broadcasts every 
Sunday from 4.30 to 5 P. M. over the Pacific Coast 
Chain of the re Broadcasting System from 
Station KHJ, Los Angeles. 


- Covering Western Canada 


As the result of an extended survey of the prairies 
of Western Canada, undertaken last summer by the 
Rev. Jack Mitchell of Grand Rapids, Mich., and the 
Rev. Simon E. Forsberg of Moose Jaw, Saskatche- 
wan, both graduates of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Tex., a systematic method of ap- 
proach was planned for the evangelization of the 
otherwise unreached. The ministry of the radio is 
a part of our program. Mr. Forsberg +. a 
Radio Bible Class on Sundays from 4 to P. M. 
(Mountain Time) over Station CJHS, Vislisibon. 


An Alberta Bible School 


Mr. William Aberhart, B.A., President and Dean 
of the Calgary Prophetic Bible Institute, delivers 
radio lectures on Gospel or prophetic subjects every 
Sunday afternoon from 3.30 to 5 over Station CFCN. 
This station, located at Calgary, Alberta, broad- 
casts on a wave length of 434.5 meters at a frequency 
of 690 kilocycles. This work is widely known through- 
out Western Canada to an estimated radio audience 
of at least ten thousand. 


The Times Radio Directory 


(E. T. is Eastern Time; C. T. 
Mountain Time; P. T. 


is Central Time; M. T. is 
is Pacific Time.> 


Daily (Except Sunday) 


7 A. M. (C. T.)—Moody Bible Institute, Chicago .. WMBI 
7-8 A. M. (C. T.)—Radio Tabernacle Hour, Hopkins- 

CRN Ri hikes wdb 5 20s 060 os Sci see enk bPd NCES CsA bee08 WFIW 
8-8.15 A. M. (E. T.)—Evangelistic Committee, New 

BOON. LOONIE: MOND: bikes. cccccssicdvcdcicncees WABC 
9-10 A. M. (E. T.)—Berachah Church, Philadelphia WRAX 
9.30-10.15 P. M. (C. T.)—Chicago Gospel Tabernacle, 

Pan) Mader, Faster, Chicas 2.06.5 ccscccscecscess WCFL 
10.30 A. M., 12 Noon, 12.30, 2.30, 5.30 P. M. (C. T.)— 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago .............00 WMBI 

Sunday 

8-9 A. M. (E. T.)—Berachah Church, Philadelphia WRAX 
8-9 A. M. (E. T.)—Evangelistic Committee, New 

Gs CIID, “POV BURRL Coo ne ccdesoccscccecoccces's WABC 
8-9 A. M. (C. T.)—international Sunday School Les- 

son, J. C. Sisemore, Baptist Church, Amarillo, 

Tex. (also evening service) ........scceeceecees KGRS 
9 A. M. (C. T.)\—Omaha Gospel Tabernacle, R. R. 

OO: COR. TEBE: 5B fos cscs cecsacoccssccessecies WOW 
9-10 A. M. (E. T.)—Sunday Breakfast Association, 

SR reigns oi or SGU Ns c eee nc Ci vdceticcooress WRAX 
1o A. M.-10.15 P. M. (C. T.)—Chicago Gospel Tab- 

ernacle, Paul Rader, P:stor, Chicago ............ WCFL 
10.30 A. M. (E. T.)—“Meditacion Moments,” Alliance 

pe te OS a ee eee ae WQAM 
10.30-11 A. M. (E. T.)—Alternating Sundays, Inter- 

national Sunday School Lesson, Ross H. Stover, 

TV Dig PURO has 3 Fo ick cc acoacccevecccosapece WLIT 


10.50 A. M. (E. T.)—Holy Trinity Church Service, 
Philadelphia, Floyd W. Tomkins, D.D., LL.D. WIP-WFAN 

11-12, Noon .(E. T.)—Alternating Sundays, Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Ross H. Stover, D.D., Pastor, 
BME os 0 os 5454 Boole dc ove th pce cen hikers Eaeh 

11-12 Noon (P. T.)—Calvary Church, Charles F. 
Fuller, Pastor, Placentia, Cal. 
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11-12.30 Noon (E. T.)—Berachah Church, -Philadel- 


PPC ETI TTT ELT ET ree ee eee eine Or WRAX 
11-12.30 Noon (E. T.)— Calvary Baptist Church, : 

Will H. Houghton, Pastor, New York ........ WQAO0 
11-12.30 Noon (P. T.)—First Presbyterian Church of 

Hollywood, Cal., Stewart P. MacLennan, D.D., 

Ly TEE RTO TT CT Tee ee KNX 
1.30 P. M. (C. T.)—D. Cleveland, Yankton, S. D. .. WNAX 
3-4 P. M. (E. T.)—Brotherhood Mission, Philadelphia WRAX 
3-4 P. M. (C. T.)—Radio Tabernacle Hour, Hopkins- 

WEEN Ss 1000 vie da csves ce edeercervieevercestecetes WFIW 
3-4.30 P. M. (E. T.)—Calvary Baptist Church, Will 

H. Houghton, Pastor, New York ...........04605 WQA0O 
3.30-5 P. M. (P. T.)—Calgary Prophetic Bible Insti- 

tute, Calgary, Alta., Cam. ...ccccscccccvcccccceveces CFCN 
4-5 P. M. (C. T.)\—Moody Bible Institute, Chicago .. WMBI 
4-5 P. M. (M. T.)—Radio Bible Class, Simon E. 

Forsberg, Saskatoon, Can. ......seseeeeeseeeeeeeees CJHS 


4.30-5 P. M. (P. T.)—Charles E. Fuller, Pastor, Cal- 
vary Church, Placentia, Cal., and chairman of 
Board of Directors of Bible Institute of Los 


Angeles (Columbia System) .........ssseeeeeeeees KH} 
5.30 P. M. (E. T.)—Donald Grey Barnhouse, 
Philadelphia (Columbia System) 
KOIL WCAU WGR WMAQ WSPD 
KRLD WDRC WJAS WNAC WXYZ 
WABC WEAN WKRC wowo 
WADC WFBL WMAL WRR 
5-6 P. M. (C. T.)—Good News Hour, Minneapolis, 
SRP Ne Th eT re TT ere TT Tet WRHM 
7.15-7.45 P. M. (E. T.)—Radio Question Box, Colum- 
bia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. ......-..-0+ WIS 
7.30-9.30 P. M. (E. T.)—Calvary Baptist Church, 
Will H. Houghton, Pastor, New York ...........++ WQAO 
7.45 P. M. (E. T.)—First Baptist Church, C. Gordon 
Brownville, Pastor, Asbury Park, | acre WCAP 
Evening Service—First Baptist Church, Patchogue, 
EOOW DSMBE, Te We. cavesccsvisvevecscsscgevccssee WPOE 
8-8.30 P. M. (E. T.)-—Benedict Memorial Presbyte- 
rian Church, L. Craig Long, Pastor, New Haven, 
Ss 6:5 4566050 00enb006see bce sSeeveekecsesencsqecestes WDRC 


8-9 P. M. (E. T.)—Central North Broad Street Pres- 
byterian Church, Merril T. MacPherson, Pastor, 
PHUAGSIGNIB osc ccescccccscecsvesececescecocesss WIP-WFAN 

8-9 P. M. (P. T.)—First Presbyterian Church of 
Hollywood, Cal., Stewart P. pomeeres D.D., 


PRSOE occ cdocccccicsviarssvesevsstevevecoesesececess KNX 
8-9 P. M. (P. T.)—Calvary Church, Charles E. 
Fuller, Pastor, Placentia, Cal. ..... diveseaabeere KGER 
8.15-9.15 P. M. (E. T.)—Tabernacle Presbyterian 
Church, G. Campbell Morgan, D.D., Pastor, 
Philadelphia .......... svbb650460Se008 0O050 eéecscocee WPEN 
9 P. M. (C. T.)—John Steenhoven, Yankton, Ss. D. WNAX 
9.30.-10.30 P. M. (M. T.)—Colorado Christian Funda- 
mentals Association and Denver Bible Institute, 
Fe Clifton L. Fowler, Denver, Colo. .......... KLZ 
II M. (E. T.)—Churchill Tabernacle, C. H. 
Chusebith Pastor, Buffalo, N. Y. (Columbia Sys- 
COE Secvdccwcnsctradacczasatcsvewssecseses Ses ewves «-» WABC 
Monday : 
11 P. M. (C. T.)—Mocdy Bible Institute, Chicago .. WMBI 
Tuesday 
3-4 P. M. (E. T.)—Gospel Hymns and Bible Mes- 
sage, Berachah Church, Philadelphia .......... WRAX 
7-30-7.45 ; M. (alternating Tuesday 7.30-8 P. M.) 
(E. T.)—Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Church, Frankford, Philadelphia ................ WTEL 
8.30-9 P. M. & T.)—Columbia Bible College, Colum- 
WS Ob, ies sa ckkcdee er cnspec seeks eatuin reese oth eocess WIS 
11 P. M. (C. T.)\—Moody Bible Institute, Chicago .. WMBI 
Wednesday 
11.30-12 Noon (C. T.)—Bible Talk and Gospel Hymns, 
pe rae ee WDGY 
5-45-6.15 P. M. (S. T.)—Wheeler City Mission, In- 
ROUTERS IIE Wve Paccdsch cinwtcsdiadsciccerecdeeesc ve WFBM 
7-7.30 P. M. (C. T.)—Uplifting Hour, First Evangel- 
ical Church, Indianapolis, Ind. ...........sceeece -. WKBF 
Thursday 
10-10.30 P. M. (E. T.)—The Lutheran Hour (Colum- 
bia System) 
KDYL KOIL WCAO WHK WNAX 
KFPY KOIN WCAU WJAS Wwowo 
KFRC KOL Wwcco WKBW WSPD 
KHJ KRLD WDRC WKRC WXYZ 
KLZ WABC WDSU WMAL 
KMBC WADC WFBL WMT 
KMOX WBBM WEAN WNAC 
Friday 
ro-1r A. M. (E. T.)—First Baptist Church, Pat- 
Shope, tone Tetand, We We hiss sccsives cece cases W POE 
11 P. M. (C. T.)—Moody Bible Institute, Caicago .. WMBI 
Saturday 
8-8.05 A. M. (E. T.)—International Sunday School 
Lesson, James E. Bennet, Esq., New York .... WABC # 
6-7 P. M. (C. T.)—Gospel Hymns and Sermon, 
Minneapolis, Minn. ...... AP Ah Se ee eae WDGY 
6.30-7 P. M. (E. T.)—International Sunday School 
Lesson, Robert C. McQuilkin, President, Colum- 
bia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. .............. WIS: 
9.15-9.30 P. M. (E, T.)—International Sunday School 
Lesson, Donald Grey Barnhouse, Pastor, Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia ........., WIP-WFAN 


(Continued on page 191) 
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The Atheist Describes John Barleycorn 


(Continued frum page 183) 


of mind and well-being of body, and finally of life 
itself in his prime. He, strong man though he was, 
faced his enemy as helpless as a child. Did he dimly 
realize something of this in the last few days of his 
life? His sister Eliza thinks he did, as is recorded 
in the biography. But if he did he soon lost the 
vision, for he died, “a firm unbeliever in any here- 
after —a materialist-monist to the last.” 

“He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I 
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and 
honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and 
shew him my salvation” (Psa. 91:15, 16). 


et 
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Thus says the God who upholds “all things by the 
word of his power” (Heb. 1:3). Uncoumed thou- 
sands who have faced the same things Jack London 
faced, and worse, have been set free for this life and 
for all eternity by the power of the supernatural hand 
of God by simply calling upon him in faith believing. 
But Jack London was bound by his fatalistic philos- 
ophy which, like the deadly python of the tropic 
jungles, tightened iis scaley coils about him until it 
drove the soul out of his body and into eternity. His 
ashes lie in a nameless grave on a nameless hill await- 
ing the resurrection day. Few know where that grave 
is. In a few more years no one will know — no one 
but the God ne spurned. 


(To be continued) 
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The Communists at Last Free Their Captives | 


A joyful reunion with China Inland Mission friends 
after more than three months captivity 


By A. B. Lewis 














The glad meeting of Mr. and Mrs. Porteous with their friends, after the terrible days with the Communist army, 


gives a pictute of the Christian pilgrim’s heavenly ‘home-coming. 


Times readers who have been following the 


series by Mr. Lewis will share the joy he felt when he welcomed his friends, as he tells of this in his seventh and 


concluding article. 


The series has been published in booklet form, and may be had for 35 cents from the China 


Inland Mission, 237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia ; or 150 St. George St., Toronto 5, Canada. 


on July 26, and made their way on foot to the city 

of Yungsin, where their friends were waiting 
for them. ‘They were both very weak, and their legs 
and feet much swollen. When they reached the city 
they were nearly exhausted, and it would have been 
quite impossible for them to continue the further two 
and a half days’ journey on foot overland. We had 
foreseen such a contingency, and the medicines which 
we had sent to Yungsin had been packed in two sedan 
chairs. These we hoped might be used by our friends 
on their return —! and Mr. Chen now requested 
that the passport might have a postscript on it per- 
mitting them to ride in chairs. The Chairman of the 
Soviet, to whom he made this request, explained to 
him that according to Soviet law it was now illegal 
for men to ride in chairs on the shoulders of other 
men; that was a thing of the past and meant inequality, 
which Soviet rule had done away with. For this 
reason he would be unable to grant the required per- 
mission. Mr. Chen reasoned with him, and while admit- 
ting that such a law was good for those who were in 
health and able to walk, it manifestly could not apply 
to people who were sick. For instance, their own 
wounded soldiers must be carried by their comrades, 
they could not be left to die on the field of battle. 
The Chairman admitted that sickness ought to be con- 
sidered as an exception, but professed that he at least 
would not be able to make such an exception of this 
case. Mr. Chen continued his entreaties, appealing 
to his friendship and good will; but finding it impos- 
sible to move him, he took a bold step, and in his 
presence took up the pen himself, and wrote on the 
passport the posiscript he had suggested; namely, that 
as these foreign missionaries were unable to walk on 
accou.t of the state of their legs, it was permitted 
to them to ride in chairs. Having written this he 
presented it to the astonished Chairman, and with a 
winning smile requested him to put his seal upon it. 
The Chairman smiled a little and shrugged his shoul- 
ders, and then took his seal and did as he was re- 
questal! Thus again did God hear prayer, for it 
woud have been entirely impossible for Mr. and Mrs. 
Porteous to have made that long journey unless they 
had been able to obtain some such conveyance. 

In mentioning the dangers of this outward journey, 
we have already remarked that notices had been posted 
up informing the people that the missionaries might 
be killed and no inquiry would be made. On several 
eccasions they were met by armed men who told them 
that they had come to dispatch them, yet in a won- 
derful way God seemed to restrain them and they 
generally postponed the execution to some later time. 
One evening, while they were resting in a house for 
the night, men came with their weapons and com- 
menced to discuss the question of killing them, and 
as to whether it should not be done immediately. Mr. 
Porteous has some gift of drawing with his pencil, 
so he took a Chinese pen and some paper and com- 
menced to draw animals, and they immediately became 
interested in what he was doing. Some of the men 
produced sheets of paper, and requested that he would 
draw a tiger for them, or maybe an elephant, or some 
soldiers. This was gladly done, and as soon as one 
picture was finished another request was forthcoming, 
so that they continued there engaged in this occupa- 
tion until quite late at night. By that time the men 
concluded that it was getting late and they had better 
come again in the morning. Our friends, however, 
arose early and were able to get away without hin- 
drance. 

After passing through several such perils they 


T HE missionaries were released from their prison 


eventually reached the city of Kian, which was at that 
time heid by the Government soldiers. They were 
warmly welcomed by all the Christians there, who 
did their best to minister to their immediate wants, 
and provide for them such comforts as they could. 
The General in charge of the troops at Kian was in- 
terviewed, and he declared that he would be pleased 
to grant them facilities for traveling on their armed 
gunboat to the city of Nanchang. Shortly afterward 
he sent messengers to inform them that the gunboat 
would be leaving the next day, and they would be 
given a passage on it if they desired. The route from 
Kian northward to Nanchang also lies through bandit 
territory, and it was while on this journey that the 
Finnish missionaries, the Misses Cajander, Ingman, 
and Hedengren, were captured and cruelly murdered. 
The Government gunboat met with some opposition 
from the Communist soldiers on the way up, but they 
were able to make their way through, and our friends 
finally reached Changshu, which was the terminus of 
the motor road to the capital, Nanchang, ori the eve- 
ning of July 1. 

We have already directed the attention of our readers 
to the passages in “Daily Light,” the morning portion 
for March 25, which came with such comfort to our 
friends the morning after their capture. We should 
now like to draw your attention to the evening por- 
tion of “Daily Light” for July 1, which was the Lord’s 
message to us on the evening when we received the 
joyful news that our friends were now free. The 
passages read as follows: 

“Eben-ezer . . . Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 
I was brought low, and he helped me.— Blessed be 
the Lord because he hath heard the voice of my sup- 
plications. The Lord is my strength and my shield; 
my heart trusted in him, and I am helped; therefore 
my heart greatly rejoiceth: and with my song will 
I praise him. 

“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put con- 
fidence in man. It is better to trust in the Lord than 
to put confidence in princes.— Happy is he that hath 
the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the 
Lord his God. — He led them forth by the right way, 
that they might go to a city of habitation. — There 
failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had 
spoken unto the house of Israel, all came to pass. 

“When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and 
shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 
— Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the 
shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.” 

It was my privilege to mee: these dear friends two 
days later in the city of Nanchang. What a joyous 





Passport permitting Mr. and Mrs. Porteous to -ide in chairs 
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meeting that was after the long period of strain and 
trial. Yet the joy was mingled with sadness to see 
them looking so very worn and thin, but again one 
could not but rejoice to notice how bright they were 
in spite of all the trials they had passed through. 
Here was concrete evidence of the wonderful power 
of prayer and of God’s power to sustain and keep his 
children in the midst of most harassing experiences, 
These were not men in the full strength of youth, able 
to endure hardships, but missionaries with many years 
of arduous service in China, whose health had been 
weakened by much malaria, and who for several years 
had been carrying exceptionally heavy burdens in the 
work, Their preservation in body and mind, and their 
wonderful deliverance, are alike a miracle of God’s 
grace. Within a few days the whole party, mission- 
aries and the devoted Chinese brethren who-had so 
faithfully labored for their release, arrived in Shang- 
hai, where a loving welcome was given to them by 
the missionaries at headquarters. 

The day before they left to return to their homes 
Mr. Chen called in at the China Inland Mission Hos- 
pial to see Mr. and Mrs. Porteous. He told them 
that he had definitely placed himself on the altar to 
be entirely the Lord’s for his service as he should 
appoint, and then said, “Pastor, I want to ask a favor 
of you. Will you please put your hands on my head 
and pray for me?” He knelt there while with a 
full heart Mr. Porteous lovingly commended him to 
God. May I .ask the readers to pray for Mr.. Chen 
and his two companions, that God will indeed bless 
and keep them, and use them mightily in his service? 

Through the-blessing of God Mr. and Mrs. Por- 
teous have been able to make a good recovery, and 
are now in England for a time of rest and recuper- 
ation. They are expecting that they will be able to 
return to the work they love, and are hoping to take 
charge of a Bible School for the training of evangel- 
ists in the city of Nanchang, Kiangsi. 

Many times during those anxious weeks when our 
friends were held in captivity the question occurred 
to us as to why God had allowed his servants to be 
taken by the Communists, and it seemed to us that 
in part the reason for this might be that by this means 
a very great volume of prayer was being directed 
toward China, and particularly toward the Province 
of Kiangsi. This Province is now almost entirely in 
the hands of the Communists. The number of Chi- 
nese killed during the last two years is unknown, but 
it must be some hundreds of thousands, and many tens 
of thousands of homes have been destroyed. In all 
places where the Communists are in power it has 
been impossible to carry on missionary work, and just 
at present nearly all the Mission stations have had 
to be evacuated. To combat this flood of evil of the 
powers of darkness, the Church of God has one 
weapon, and that is the weapon of prayer; yet truly 
this weapon is all-powerful when wielded according 
to the teaching of God’s Word. We who were en- 
gaged in the negotiations for the release of Mr. and 
Mrs. Porteous have been impressed afresh with the 
irresistible power of persistent prayer on the part of 
the many, and it is by this same means of continued 
steadfast intercession by the Lord’s servants in these 
home lands, as well as by the missionaries on the field, 
that the Spirit of the Lord will raise up a standard 
in opposition to the powers of evil in Kiangsi. Who 
then will come “to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty”? (Judg. 5:23.) May I in closing mention 
some passages of Scripture which specially teach and 
emphasize the need and the importance of the inter- 
cessions of the many in. such cases as this? 

“I trust that through your prayers I shall be given 
unto you” (Philemon 22). 

“Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for 
the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many per- 
sons thanks may be given by many on our behalf” 
(2 Ror 1218): 

“For I know that this shall turn to my salvation 
through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:19). 

“Continue stedfastly in prayer, watching therein 
with thanksgiving; withal praying for us also, that 
God may open unto us a door for the word, to speak 
the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds” 
(Cok. 4:2, 3. V.). 

On behalf of my fellow missionaries in the Prov- 
ince of Kiangsi I would earnestly ask all the readers 
of this story to strive together with us in your prayers 
to God for us and for the Province of Kiangsi, and 
indeed for alt China, that God will lift up a standard 
against the powers of evil that are bringing in con- 
fusion and seeking to hinder the progress of the Gos- 
pel in that land. We are assured that the prayers of 
the many will be answered and victory will be given, 
yet it is equally sure from the Scriptures mentioned 
above, that the prayers of the many are needed for 
the consummation of these hopes. May we ask then, 
once again, that all God’s people will continue stead- 
fastly in prayer for this object, and also pray that 
God will make all these things work out for the 
furtherance of the Gospel and for a great harvest of 
souls throughout the whole land of China? 

Lonven, Enc. 


Ture Enp. 



































































Lesson for April 12 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 




















aa 


International Uniform Lesson.— Luke 15 





LESSON 2. APRIL 12. THE PRODIGAL SON 


Golden Text.— There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.— Luke 15 : 10 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is vs. 11-24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


11 And he said, A certain man had two 
sons: 


12 And the younger of them said to 
his father, Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living. 


13 And not many days after the younger 

. son gathered all together, and took his 
journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 


14 And when he had spent all, there 
arose a mighty famine in that land; and 
he began to be in want. 


15 And he went and joined himself 
to a citizen of that country; and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. 

16. And he would fain have filled his 
belly with the husks that the swine did 
eat: and no man gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, he 
said, How many hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger ! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, 


sons: 


not 


be in want. 


him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Nowden 
The Practical Aim 


O SHOW the children the folly of sin and the 
wonder of the Father’s waiting love. 


The Historical Setting 
The whole of this section of Luke’s Gospel, from 
chapter 14 on to 17:10, relates to the events which 
happened, and the teaching which our Lord gave dur- 
ing his sojourn at Ephraim (John 11: 54). 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 5:11.—A certain man. This represents God 
the Father, the Creator and possessor of all. — 

Two sons. These did not represent in any primary 
or direct sense the Jews and the Gentiles. Though 
there would be a certain suitability in such an inter- 
pretation. This is because the parable grasps the 
great central truths of which the Jew and the Gentile 
are in their relation illustrations. The two parties 
primarily referred to here are the scribes and the 
Pharisees represented by the elder son and the pub- 
licans and sinners represented by the younger. All 
alike were Jews. All Selonged by position to God’s 
family. All alike had forfeited their position through 
sin. All needed saving. But the publicans and sinners 
knew that they needed it. The scribes and Pharisees 
did not. 


Verse 12.—The portion of goods that falleth to me. 
Such a request appears to have been not unknown 
in the East, though apparently it was not known 
among the Jews. ; gies 

He divided unto them his living. His living refers 
to his means of living, his capital. The first born 
would have two-thirds of the property (Deut. 21:17). 
The father, as is implied in the parable, reserved 
to himself the right during his lifetime over the 
portion of the first born (cf. v. 31). 

Verse 13.—Not many days after. 
miah 5: 23. 

The younger son gathered all together. The parable 
sets before us very strikingly the permission of free 
will. 

Into a far country. This reproduces the straying 
sheep of the first parable. 

Wasted his substance. This reproduces the lost 
piece of money in the second parable. Wasted is lit- 
erally “scattered.” An apt word to describe the reck- 
less spending of money. 

Riotous living. The old English word “retchlessly” 
perhaps best expresses the meaning. he meaning 
is that the young man lived incorrigibly. Both he 
and his money were alike past hope of reclaim. 


Verse 14—A mighty famine. The famine is the 
same as the action of the shepherd seeking the lost 
sheep, the woman sweeping to find the lost coin. 
Often God seeks to work in lost human hearts by 
outward circumstances of distress. Probably here 
the main idea is subjective rather than objective. The 
famine in the interpretation is in the young man’s 
soul. 


Compare Jere- 
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11 And he said, A certain man had two 
12 and the younger of them said 
to his father, Father, give me the portion 
of 1 thy substance that falleth to me. And 
he divided unto them his living. 
many days after, the younger son 
gathered all together and took his journey 
into a far country; and there he wasted 
his substance with riotous living. 
when he had spent all, there arose a mighty 
famine in that country; and he began to 
15 And he went and joined 
himself to one of the citizens of that 
country; and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. 
*have filled his belly with ®* the husks that 
the swine did eat: and no man gave unto 
17 But when he came to himself he 
said, How many hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish here with hunger! 


will arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, 


and will say unto him, 


servants. 


20 And he arose, 


13 And father. But when he 


kissed him. 
14 And 


thy son. 


16 And he would fain dees on tia tat: 


18 I 


Father, I have sinned 


% % % % 


He began to be in want. He began to feel the empti- 
ness of soul that precedes either utter abandonment or 
true penitence. 


Verse 15.—He ... joined himself to a citizen of 
that country. He sank lower and lower. He be- 
comes the despised servant of an alien. Perhaps there 
is in this a side reference to the position of publicans 
in relation to the Roman rule. In the general inter- 
pretation, however, the point of emphasis must be 
this. The partially awakened and dissatisfied soul 
plunges more and more deeply into a life of worldly 
dissipation in the attempt to find satisfaction there. 

Verse 16.—He would fain. Not merely “he de- 
sired,” but in his desire for food he did eat the same 
food as the swine that he was tending. Compare 16: 
21 where the fact is plainly implied that Lazarus did 
eat of the crumbs. Fain means glad or pleased under 
some kind of necessity. It is connected etymologically 
with the verb “fawn.” 

Verse 17.—He came to himself. Before he had 
been heside himself. Compare 1 Kings 8:47; Isaiah 
46:8; Psalm 119:59. The most dreadful torment of 
the lost will be this coming to themselves when too 
late for repentance. 

Hired servants. He was now a hired servant, but 
how differently situated from those of his father’s! 

Verse 22.—The ,..robe,...a@ring...and shoes. 
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Father, 
sinned against heaven, and betore thee, 


19 And am no more worthy to be called 
thy son: make me as one of thy hired 


and came 

was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and had com- 
passion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 


21 And the son said unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called 


22 But the father said to his servants, 
Bring forth the best robe, and 
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 


23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and 
kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 

24 For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found. 
And they began to be merry. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 





Prodigals 
By Amos R. Wells 


WE HAVE been sadly prodigal of gold, have 
wasted wealth on follies manifold, and back 
returning, paupers, empty, vain, can show no least 
reward, no smallest gain; but see the loving Father 
welcoming stand, a golden circle for our shameful 
hand, a sweet, forgiving, ever - blessed thing, the 
honored token of a signet ring! We have been 
sadly prodigal of time, have wasted many hours 
in sloth and slime, have lost the crown and noon- 
tide of our day, and thrown the gift of being quite 
away; but hear the loving Father quick to yreet, 
bearing a pair of shoes to grace our feet, as who 
should say, ‘* No word of useless wrath: set out at 
once upon a worthy path!’? We have been sadly 
prodigal of strength, have made a weakling of our- 
selves at length, blear eyes, and flabby muscles, all 
outworn, the master’s outcast and the workers’ 
scorn; but hear the loving Father with a will bid 
servants bring the fatted calf, and kill, and heap the 
board with health, that we may eat, and get new 
strength and courage from the meat. We have 
been sadly prodigal of love, have thrown it from us 
like a shabby glove, the one most precious thing 
beneath the sun, the Father-blessing of the Holy 
One; but hear the loving Father quickly cal! for 
the rich robe, that robe the best of all, clothing 
therewith our tattered misery o’er, — no slave, his 
son, his son for evermore! 
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against heaven, and in thy sight: 19 I am 
no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants. 
20 And he arose, and came to his father. 
But while he was yet afar off, his father 
saw him, and was moved with compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and ‘ kissed 
him. 21 And the son _ said unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight: I am no more worthy to 
be called thy son®. 22 But the father 
said to his * servants, Bring forth quickly 
the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet: 23 and bring the fatted calf, and 
kill it, and let us eat, and make merry: 
24 for this'my son was dead, and is alive 
+» again; he was lost, and is found. And 
it 

they began to be merry. 


I have 


to his 


put 


1Gr., the. *Many ancient authori- 
ties read have been filled. *Gr., the 
pods of the carob tree. ‘*Gr., kissed 
him much. See ch. 7: 38, 45. °*Some 
ancient authorities add make me as 
one of thy hired servants. See ver. 
19. *Gr., bondservants. 


International Council of Religious Education. 


These represent the gifts of grace and holiness that 
are bestowed upon the returning sinner (cf. Zech. 
3:4, 5). 

Verse 24.—-lVas dead, and is alive again. This is 
true of the repentant sinner because it was true of 
Christ (cf. Rev. 1:18). 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Rebellion. 
2. Retribution. 
3. Repentance. 


Golden Topics 


1. The setting of the parable. This parable was 
spoken by the Lord Jesus at the same time as the 
other two which occupy this fifteenth chapter of 
Luke. They should all three be read as a connected 
whole. Taken together they form our Lord’s answer 
to the charge brought against him that he received 
sinners (v. 2). 


2. The triune Saviour. The three parables suggest 
the three Persons of the blessed Trinity equally oc- 
cupied in the work of saving lost men. In the first 
parable the shepherd is obviously a figure of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the third parable the father of 
the prodigal is obviously a figure of God the Father 
himself. So we are led to the inference that in the 
parable of the lost coin the woman represents the 
Holy Spirit. 

3. A threefold salvation. The lost sheep suggests 
helplessness. The lost coin suggests uselessness. The 
lost son suggests the heartlessness of sin. And in 
each parable salvation takes the form corresponding 
to the special need. In the case of the lost sheep it 
is rescue from danger. In the case of the lost coin 
it is restoration to usefulness. In the case of the 
son it is reunion with his father. 


4. There is a twofold working. In the first two 
parables the sinner is represented as doing nothing, 
and capable of doing nothing. Everything must be 
done for him. In the third parable God is repre- 
senied as doing nothing. The sinner must do every- 
thing. And these two things taken together give us 
a complete representation of the process of salva- 
tion. Modernism insists that penitence and return 
to God are the only and the inescapable requisites 
of salvation. Sacerdotalism teaches that man is utterly 
helpless in the matter and that everything must be 
done for him by God working through the mediation 
of a human priest. Whereas the truth is that the 
Bible shows us that both sides are necessary. 


5. Responsibility for salvation. We must _neces- 
sarily place the whole emphasis, for the unsaved child, 
upon the question of its own will. Will you take 
Jesus today? Once a person has been saved by thus 
simply receiving the Lord Jesus the emphasis natu- 
rally shifts. The Christian rightly thinks of his sal- 
vation as depending not so much on what he has done 
as upon what God has done. “According to his’ 
mercy he saved us” (Titus 3:5). 


6. The character of the prodigal. There is a gen- 
eral idea in the minds of many people that the prodi- 
gal was rather a fine fellow. This is fostered by 
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much present-day literature. It may-be well for us 
to set him in his true colors especially before our 
older boys and girls. 

(1) He was grasping. “Give me the portion” (v. 
12). 

(2) He was mean. “Not many days after the 
younger son gathered all together” (v. 13). He de- 
frauded his father of the help which he might have 
given to him on the farm, and he imperiled the future 
of his elder brother by thoughtlessly withdrawing 
from the farm one-third of the available capital. 

(3) He was utterly forgetful of the ties and claims 
of home. He “wasted his substance” (v. 13). The 
only good thing about him was that at last his eyes 
were opened to discover his wretched and miserable 
condition. ‘He came to himself” (v. 17). 


TunsrRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an_ unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have yow tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HERE does this parable get its traditional name, 
“The Prodigal Son’’? 

2. Why three parables by our Lord in answer to his 
critics, instead of the usual single, terse one, in such 
cases ? 

3. What is the central truth of the three? 

4. What is the distinctive emphasis of each parable in 
contrast to the others? 

5. What is the connecting thread through all three? 

6. What was the rebuke in these stories for those to 
whom they were first told? 

7. Can you cite a proverb which offers an advance solu- 
tion for the runaway boy or girl problem? 

8. The “prodigal son” received his severe chastening 
from the outside world. What proverb suggests that 
which would have doubtless saved him from the experi- 
ence? 

9. What awaits the runaway boy or girl in the outside 
world? 

10. What is probably the greatest lack in Christian 
homes today, resulting in wayward children? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


4 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Long Call.—The ... son... took his jour- 
ney into a far country (v. 13). In approaching this 
wonderful story what can be said that has not been 
often and better said years ago? Yet the story keeps 
ever new and fresh and fizzing. The other day I dug 
up on the top shelf of the bookcases a three-volume 
edition titled “American Humor.” Printed in 1886. 
I have tried to read some of the “humor.” I haven't 
laugiéd once yet. Some years ago the world laughed 
loud and long at “Out of the Hurly Burly,” by Max 
Adler. I laughed my head off when it came out, and 
learned the obituary poetry by heart, and can say 
most of it now. I took the book up the other day 
for a rereading and found it as flat as gasless ginger 
ale.) Who reads Addison nowadays? Only the book 
coilectors are interested in Samuel Johnson.’ Shakes- 
peare and the Bible are the two new and up-to-daters. 
Dig up a SuNnpAY ScHOoL TIMEs along about 1886 
and compare the stuff in it with this issue. The sub- 
scribers of that day would have quit cold to Wells’ 
rhymes and prose, Smith’s “Little Jetts,” Pace’s car- 
toons, not to mention this very “terrible Corner” with 
its “slang” and “familiarity”! And the present sub- 
‘scribers would all quit cold to 1886. stuff. That is 
to say, the world changes, but the old Book never 
weakens or loses its grip! Thus we are encouraged 
to put twenty century old lessons into the terms of 
1931. Hence we say you can find our brother 
“Younger Son” in the night clubs of the cities where 
his “lady friends” are “working him” for the “sucker” 
he is. He is the “smart” lad. Nobody can telt him 
anything. Dad back home is “an old fossil.” “What 
does he know beyond get up, work, go to bed? Never 
had any fun, poor old Dad.” All the while Far 
Country folks are “trimming” him. It seems like 
a dream. Down and out at Pacific Garden, Jerry 
McAuley, Salvation Army, or some other. Fain 
would fill his belly with the coffee and bun the other 
bums line up for. Sleeps alfresco on the park bench 
or in the lumber yard. Yes, indeed, in the Far Coun- 
try it is a long call from stewed chicken and waffles to 
the bread line. But that’s the Devil’s way all the 
time (Prov. 5: 1-5). 

Heaven’s Way.—Father, I have sinned (v. 21). 
It is said some forms of insanity could be cured 
by a surgical operation. There are not a few young 
folks who are godless and crazy headed for the Far 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
n April 5.—Jesus Teaches Humility 
Luke 13:1 to 14:35; 18: 15-17 


Or, 

Easter Lesson: The Resurrection ...... 1 Cor. 15 : 1-8, 50-58 
2. April 12.—The Prodigal Som ................s+see0 Luke 15 
3. April 19.—The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16 : 1 to_17 : 37 
if, AOC  SecOW C6 LPG sings kc cecassietess caves Luke 18 
5. May 3.—Jesus in the Home of Zaccheus ..Luke 19: 1-10 
6. May 1to.—The Parable of the Pounds ....Luke 19 : 11-26 
7. May 17.—Jesus Enters Jerusalem as King 


Luke 19: 28 to 20 : 47 
. May 24.—Jesus Preparing for the End 

Luke 21:1 to 22:23 
9. May 31.—Jesus in Gethsemane ............ Luke 22 : 24-71 
10,. FURS 7. FRWGE CHUGEROE: ose cece cigeccessceeeascas Luke 23 
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Country who might be cured by an “operation.” The 
surgeon to perform the said operation is no less than 
that great practitioner —old Doctor Adversity. It is 
rarely the mill man, the artisan, who is out painting 
the town red and carrying the booze on the hip and 
keeping things “whoopee” at the cabaret. When old 
Doctor Adversity gets his patient on the table( and, by 
the way, after old Doc come the merry medicals with 
their knives ard saws —ugh!) —yes, when you are 
laid out there by what you got in the Far Country 
your history unrolls before you. Old Doc relieves the 
pressure on the brain and you see the real love of 
the back-home and the cheat and hypocrisy of the 
Far Country. You come to—yourself. Finding a 
real man under the grime and dirt of the piggery you 
say to John Henry the Smart Fool, “Come along, 
old fellow, it’s up the river for home.”~ Ard then 
the cry, “Father, I have sinned!” When any fellow 
anywhere, whether among the hogs or among the 
“nobility,” makes this confession, the doors of the 
Father’s house swing wide open and things begin 
to happen at the Home (Psa. 32:5; 1 John 1:9). 
The Far Country, even when negotiated to the jingle 
of a full purse, is tame in its joy to that of the 
returned and forgiven sinner. Suppose you now read 
verse seven where the Master tells you this very 
thing. Right now in the great story the boy who 
had come home broken and repentant was having more 
fun than his most excellent brother who had never 
sown a single wild oat. Some folks may not like 
Heaven’s consideration for the sinner, in fact, that 
was the principal fault some folks found with Jesus 
when he was here —he was too intimate with sinners, 
seemed to want to seek and to save sinners. Talks about 
lost sheep. Lost coin. Lost boy. No wonder Mr. 
World, Mr. Flesh, and Mr. Devil just can’t get used 
to Heaven’s way with its prodigals. 

The Party.—Bring hither the fatted calf (v. 23). 
When we had this lesson a couple of years ago I 
called the incident —for I believe the story to have 
been founded on fact, for it has all the earmarks — 
the Hop-Skip-and-Jump of Love, to wit: “Afar off” 
— “Saw him” — “Ran” — “Fell on his neck” — “Kissed 
him” — “New suit” — “The ring” — “The fatted calf” 
— “The party.” What can love on any old farm do 
more than this? There is, however, one thing love 
cannot do for the young man who gets down in the 
red lights and the wallows of the Far Country. Note 
it now, my boy. Love cannot give back the old un- 
wounded body.’ There is a new heart but it is likely 
to be only a washed up and patched up body. What- 
ever you may do to it it is only a “used car” — 
“second hand,” after all. It is rare for the Far Coun- 
try boy to live to a ripe old age. Jerry McAuley, 
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the Hadleys, Harry Monroe, the Longs, and others, 
all died in their prime (as to years). We have had 
them here in Coatesville, and while still comparatively 
young men, forgiven, restored, clothed, fed, respected, 
yet we had to lay them away up yonder on the hill- 
side in Fairview (Gal. 6:7, 8; Prov. 22:8). When 
folks say that a young man must “have his fling,” 
they forget that the oat harvest comes after and not 
before the wheat harvest! In this old Chester Valley, 
at any rate. One of the points in the story for me 
has always been that fatted calf. Just as Uncle Billy 
Watson and Aunt Sally always have fatted chickens, 
or turkey, or ducks, or spare-ribs, or loin of pork, or 
spring lamb, or home cured ham, corned and dried 
beef, for any occasion or eventuality (makes a fellow 
hungry to write about them), so the Eastern farmer 
seems to have had his fatted calf. The Chester County 
farmer can always “throw a party,” and if he has 
young folks he never knows when he may have to 
do it. Such an event out on the farm-is high water 
mark in honoring a person or an occasion. Here is 
the point. It is thus with your Father in Heaven. 
The party with the eats is a gesture of great joy. 
Hence the story, for are we not all prodigals more 
or less? “All we like sheep have gone astray.” And 
when we come to ourselves and come home there is 
a joy in Heaven the Master seems to compare to the 
party on the old farm. Yes, Jesus knew of nothing 
so illustrative of the joy in Heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth as a party out on the old farm! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTeriats: A package of cigarettes, a deck 
of cards, a loaf of bread, and a Bible. 











LMOST every day we see some prodigal son, out 

with a gay crowd of friends, all with their 
cigarettes, drinks, and cards, racing from one road 
house to another, dancing and carousing. He is hav- 
ing a gay time, and he doesn’t know he is in the 
far country. But he soon spends all, and how quickly 
the famine always follows, and then he gets into trouble, 
and perhaps into the city prison. And his gay friends 
have gone. 

Now he has time to think. And he remembers that 
at home there is plenty of good wholesome food. and 
drink, and there is a chapter read from the Bible 
every morning, and a mother and father who love 
him. 

But will he repent? It is terribly humiliating to 
go back to the old home a failure, when he started 
out to the eity to be a success. Nothing short of 
real repentance will take him home now. 

Every probation officer in the land is struggling 
with these poor deluded prodigal sons and daughters, 
trying to send them back to the father’s house. 

There are hundreds of homes today in America, 
where heart-broken fathers and mothers stand wait- 
ing to kill the fatted calf for the prodigal, if he would 
only come home. 

Now think about the heavenly Father. If you are 
a prodigal from his house, won’t you come home 
with that humble confession, “I have sinned,” and 
hear his welcome, “Bring forth the best robe, .. . 
for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found”? 

“Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the pres- 
ence of the angels of God over one sinner that re- 
penteth.” 


Mopesto, CAL. 














Illustrations on the Prodigal Son 
The Illustration Round -Table 














The Two Far Countries.—The younger son... 
took his journey into a far country, and there wasted 
his substance with riotous living (Luke 15:13). God 
wants us to live in a far country. Satan wants us 
to live in a far country. We are to choose which. 
Both places are mentioned in the Gospel of Luke. 
One is described in the above verse. Again, Luke 
records in one of the parables told by our Lord, that 
“a certain nobleman went into a far country to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” This 
nobleman represented the Lord Jesus himself; and his 
“far couricry” is Heaven, whence he will return to 
this earth to establish here the kingdom given to 
him there by his Father. Every one on earth today 
is, spiritually, living in one or the other of these two 
“far countries.” Which of these two is your home? 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 

Safely Back in “Prison.”—The younger son... 
took his journey into a far country (v. 13). A ship 


sailing from the Orient brought a large number of 
caged birds. At about mid-ocean one restless bird 
escaped from his cage, and in an ecstasy of delight 
swept through the air, away arid away from his 
prison. But after many hours he appeared again, 
struggling toward the ship with heavy wings and, 
panting and breathless, settled upon the deck. He had 
from over the boundless deep sought the ship again, 
now no longer a prison, but his dear home. So with 
the restless human heart that breaks away from the 
restraints of Christianity. If not lost on the remorse- 
less deep he comes back again with panting heart to 
church, home, and God. The church is not a prison. 
It gives the most perfect freedom in all that is good 
and all that is safe—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

A Doubtful Cure.—Took his journey into a far 
country, and there -wasted his substance with riotous 
living (v. 13). How often we commit one sin in 
order to hide another, or to drive another from our 
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Lesson for April 12 


thoughts! One is reminded of the owner 
ef an old car who said to his companion, 
“You don’t notice that knock in the en- 
gine so much now, do you?” “No,” was 
the reply; “how did you manage it?” 
“Oh, I just loosened one of the mud 
guards."—From Dr. Amos R. Wells, in 
the Christian Herald. Sent by B. Be 
Ajemian, Shemlan,.Aley, Lebanon, Syria. 


The Two “Begans.”—He began to be 
in want... . They began to be merry 
(vs. 14, 24). Misery is unending outside 
the Father’s house; joy is unending whén 
the prodigal is back inside of it. Have 
you ever preached a sermon on “The 
Two ‘Begans’ in the Fifteenth of Luke”? 
When the dear wandering boy had come 
to the end of his row in the far coun- 
try, “he began to be in want” (v. 14). 
This dreadful beginning for prodigal 
sons will not end even at death, if there 
has been no repentance. The sinner 
will do down to eternal separation from 
God into the second death. On the other 
hand, there is no cessation to the music 
and the singing in the Father’s house 
over one sinner that repenteth. When 
the son was safely back home “they be- 
gan to be merry” (v. 24). In his pres- 
ence is fullness of joy—in his abid- 
ing presence in the earthly temple of 
the body now, and in the glory of his 
presence that makes the sun needless in 
the Temple above.—From The Sunday 
School Times, Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Coming to Ourselves.—And when he 
came to himself (v. 17). In a sermon 
I recently heard, the speaker enlarged 
upon the plight of the prodigal son, by 
portraying him as a young man of to- 
day. He said that when his money was 
gone he probably pawned his coat, next 
his vest, then his shirt and his under- 
shirt—and then he came to himself. 
Of course we may all laugh about that, 
but the truth is still there. Many times 
we never fully realize our own need, nor 
realize that self-righteousness will’ not 
avail until we have lost everything — 
and come to ourselves.—Sent by Florence 
Fowler, Erie, Pa. 


The Best Philosophy.—/ will arise 
and go to my father (v. 18). A writer 
tells of a little person of some three 
years who was insatiably fond of stories. 
When there was no one to tell them to 
her, she made them up herself. The in- 
variable ending of these stories was, “And 
him went home to him’s muvver.” Bears, 
lions, tigers, even elephants, and croco- 
diles passed through the most agitating 
and unusual adventures, but in the end 
they all went home to their mother. That 
was an astonishing bit of wisdom to be 
evolved by a person of three. The signs 
are thickening fast that the whole world, 
disappointed with its grand policies and 
enfeebled with its philosophies, is begin- 
ning to long for something like this. It 
may be a blow to one’s pride, but the 
greatest philosophy of life has long since 
been stated, “When he came to himself, 
he said, . . . I will arise and go to my 
father."-—From Sunday at Home. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Beloved Old Kitchen.—/ will 
arise and go.to my father (v. 18). It 
was not very long ago that a young 
girl left the home of her parents in the 
East whom she said were hard-hearted 
and old-fashioned, and ran away. She 
arrived in a big city on the Pacific Coast. 
Aiter two months of experience, she 
wired her father‘as follows, “I had 
rather be a dish washer in thy house 
than starve in these tents of the un- 
godly. Wire me transportation.” Today 
she is back home. And she is the most 
contented little maid in that New Eng- 
land village. And, in her own words to 
her girl friends, she said, “I got so near 
the hot place I imagined I could smell 
the sulphur. No more of that for me. 
And do you know, our old kitchen is 
just like a little bit of Heaven now.”— 
From “Bible Messages,” by M. E. Wil- 
lard. Sent by Elizabeth Bowden, New 
Albany, Ind. 


Our Fitness.—/] .. . am no more 
worthy to be called thy son (v. 19). 
An aged saint told the writer that as 
a young girl, aroused and anxious, .she 





. This is the dearest, that Jesus loves me. 
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picked up from the pavement a page from 
a hymn book, and read this verse: 

Let not conscience make you linger, 

Nor of fitness fondly dream; 

All the fitness He requireth 

Is to feel your need of Him. 
She saw, believed, and was saved on the,’ 
spot.—Hrom The King’s Business. Sent j 
by M. H. James, ‘Toronto. 


Our Love, or His?—And he arose, and 
came to his father. But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him (v. 20). The 
keynote of this parable is joy. It is the 
parable of the glad father, rather than of 
the prodigal son. Dr. P. P. Bliss said 
that he wrote the hymn: “Oh! How I 
Love Jesus” when he was a young man. 
But as he grew older he realized more | 
and more, how little is our love to the | 
Lord compared to his love for us. In 
his latter years he wrote the more Scrip- 
tural hymn: 

I am so glad that our Father in Heaven 
Tells of His love in the Book He has given, — 
Wonderful things in the Bible I see; ‘ 


—Sent by the Rev. W. R. Keefe, Stevens- 
burg, Va. 


What Is God’s Yoke?—But when he 
was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him (v. 20). 
The superintendent of a mission school 
read the text, “My yoke is easy.” Turn- 
ing to the children she asked, “Who can 
tell me what a yoke is?” A little girl of 
ten said, “Something they put on the 
necks of animals.” Then she inquired, 
“What is the meaning of God’s yoke?” 
All were silent for a moment, then the 
hand, of a four-year-old child went up, 
and she said, “God putting his arms 
around our necks.” What could be more 
comforting than that?—From Mark Guy 
Pearse in The Moody Church News. 
Sent by Miss H. J. McCay, Ballston 
Spa, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Which Comes First?—And he arose, 
and came to his father (v. 20). A dis- 
cussion arose between some members of 
a Bible class, in reference to the first 
Christian exercise of the converted soul. 
One contended that it was penitence or 
sorrow; another that it was fear, another 
love, another hope, another faith, for 
how could one fear or repent without 
belief? Elder G——, overhearing the 
discussion, relieved the minds of the dis- 





putants with this remark: “Can you 


tell me which spoke of the wheel moves 
first? You may be looking at one spoke, 
and think that it moves first, but they 
all start together. Thus, when the Spirit 
of God operates upon the human heart, 
all the graces begin to affect the peni- 
tent soul, though the individual may be 
more conscious of one than another.”— 


| Sent by W. R. Clark, Leeds, Eng. 


Are We Blind Beggars, Too?—Bring 
forth the best robe, and put it on him 
(v. 22). A blind beggar asked a gen- 
tleman for a cent. The gentleman of- 
fered him a dollar, but the beggar kept 
asking for a cent. At last the gentleman 
went close to him and shouted in his 
ear, “Here is a dollar for you!” When 
the beggar understood, he accepted the 
gift with joy, but his deafness would have 
kept him asking for the cent when the 
dollar was offered to him. That is the 
way some of us pray to God. We ask 
him to forgive us, and he at once puts 
all our sins behind him, and, offers to 
make us his sons. But we keep on beg- 
ging for pardon, when he wants to clothe 
us in royal robes.—From “5000 Best 
Modern Illustrations.” Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast most mercifully received us to 
thyself through the redeeming sacrifice of 
thy dear Son. We have not followed thee 
with faithfulness. We have turned aside 
from thy will, and thy way, and have wan- 
dered in disobedience even when we have 
known thy love. Forgive us, we pray thee. 
Grant that even as thou hast mercifully 
received us, we may also in thy name do all 
we can to bring others into the life that is 
Christ. May this Church of ours, this Sun- 
day-school reach out and gather in, and re- 
ceive with an earnest welcome sinners who 
will turn to thee for salvation. We ask 
this in the name of him who gave himself 
for us that we might live. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Just suppose God 
had never had any plan for receiving 
sinners, — where would you and I have 
been today? Whenever we have a les- 
son on the prodigal son we are likely 
to think of some one who has gone 
far into sin in dreadful unspeakable ways, 
but sin is sin wherever it is found, and 
it is through the mercy of God, and his 
loving provision for our salvation that 
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we who have confessed the name of the 
Lord Jesus are here now. In a certain 
Church there is just now a great differ- 
ence of opinion between the pastor and 
his official board. He has been reach- 
ing out into the neighborhood to win 
lost sinners to Christ, and God has been 
blessing his efforts so much that many 
who were supposed to be down and out 
have been led to Christ, and want to 
unite with his church. But the official 
board is against letting these “socially 
impossible” people join that church! 
Doesn’t that look as if there were some 
“prodigal sons” on that official board? 
May none of us here ever take any such 
attitude as that toward a repentant sin- 
ner! Let us repeat the Golden Text 
just now. Yes, “There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth.” There ought to 
be joy, great joy in any church or Sun- 
day-school for the same reason. Why 





not? Let us pray. 
AVIOUR 
HE \EEKING 
INNERS 
HAVE YOU ACCEPTED HIM ? 











4 
Lesson Hymns 


“Jesus Saves.” 
“O Happy Day.” 
“Lord, I’m Coming Home.” 
“Only Trust Him.’ 
“The Prodigal Son.” 
“He Will Not Let Me 


Fall.” 


For Primary Teachers 


By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 15. This week we are 

going to study Luke’s great Lost 
and Found chapter. Luke delights in 
telling stories that show how tender- 
hearted God is, and that help us to see 
the Saviour seeking the lost. Ask the 
children if they ever lost anything they 
loved very much, and then found it 
after a long time. Ask if they loved 
the lost toy or pet more after they 
lost it and found it again. Tell about 
the lost sheep that was dearer to the 
shepherd than all the ninety and nine 
that were safe in the fold, and about the 
lost piece of silver that was so dear to 
the woman that she swept the house by 
the light of a candle and looked for it 
carefully until she found it. But the 
sweetest story of all is about the Jost 
boy. 

The class will be interested in the 
boy who got tired of staying at home 
and went away into a far country. Show 
that the boy did not leave because his 
father was unkind to him. It seems that 
he just wanted to go to the far country, 
where he thought he would always have 
a good time. He asked his father for 
his share of the property. He had no 
right to do this while his father lived. 
But the father divided his living be- 
tween his two sons. Ask the class why 
his father gave him the money, and show 
that the father loved the naughty boy 
and gave it to him, hoping perhaps that 
he would be content to stay at home. 

Let the class tell what the boy did. 
Explain that it was not safe in the 
far country and the boy got among 
wicked companions, and lived sinfully 
himself. He did not work, and when he 
spent all the money that his father gave 
him, his fun was all over. Perhaps the 
children know about the boy’s hard time 
in the far country. Let them talk about 
the friendless hungry boy feeding hogs. 
The gay friends who had feasted‘ with 
him while he was spending his father’s 
money did not think of him now. Note 
| one of them invited the hog-feeder to 
| 
{ 





dinner. . 

What happened while the boy .was so 
unhappy and so hungry? 
to himself”; 
| think rightly. 


Yes, “he came 
that means he began to 
He saw how foolish he 


had been to leave such a kind and gen- 
erous father and such a good home, 
where even the servants had more than 
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they needed to eat. What did he make 
up his mind to do? Have the class re- 
peat with you verses 18 and 19: “I 
will arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son: 
make me as one of thy hired servants.” 
Do the children think the runaway boy 
was sorry for the way he had acted, and 
ashamed to go back to his father? Was 
his father looking for him? Why did 
he have the servants bring the best 
clothes, shoes, and a ring, and have the 
fatted calf killed for the ragged, hungry 
boy? Yes, it was because the father 
still loved him, and was so sorry to 
see him looking so pitiful, and yet was 
so happy to know that he had come 
home. So the old home just rang with 
gladness, because the lost boy was found. 

Do the children think the boy loved 
his father and home more than he did 
before he went away? Had his father 
changed, and was the home more beauti- 
ful? Or was the boy changed? 

Now let us gather up these lovely pic- 
tures and help the children see in them 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the love of God. There are many paths 
by which a thoughtless lamb may get 
away from the shepherd’s care, and there 
are hungry wolves and many other dan- 
gers. outside of the fold, but the shepherd 
loves the. little lamb, and seeks patiently 
till he finds it. And there are still many 
paths by which little feet may go into 
a far country, where there are bad play- 
mates, who do not care, and where there 
are many sorts of hard times. It is not 
safe or wise to follow these wrong roads. 
The Father in Heaven does not love the 
little wanderers because they wander. 
He loved them before they wandered, and 
loves them still, and he is,so glad when 
they come back and say, “I am sorry, 
for Jesus’ sake forgive me.” Then he 
gladly forgives, and calls them his chil- 
dren. 

Memory Verse: 
(Luke 11: 4a). 


Curnton, S. C. 


“Forgive us our sins” 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The master-story of the Master-Story- 
Teller: 

1. The wandering son. 
2. The welcoming father. 
3. The wrathful brother. 


ASK your girls to vote on the story 
they like best of all those that the 
Lord Jesus, the Master-Story-Teller, has 
left for us. The one for this week’s 
study will certainly prove one of the 
three most popular ones, probably re- 
ceiving the highest vote. It is undoubt- 
edly the one best known and most often 
cited by the whole world; this and “The 
Good Samaritan” perhaps sharing “hon- 
ors” for first place in the world’s thought. 

But when you ask any one of your 
girls to retell it for the class, none will 
be able to give more than its bare out- 
line, forgetting or missing some of its 
salient points. Try reading it aloud 
from one of the modern-speech Testa- 
ments to grip fresh attention to these 
teaching details. Be sure to read it all, 
for the original Story-Teller did not 
close his parable with verse 24. To make 
this clear you must note carefully the 
introduction to this whole chapter. There 
you will find why Jesus told the three 
parables contained in this chapter. They 
were all in reply to those “grumbling” 
critics of his, who “complained” so 
loudly as they saw “the tax-gatherers 
and the notorious sinners . . . everywhere 
in the habit of coming close to Him 
to listen to Him’ (Weymouth). You 
will then see that our Lord’s story was 
not done, in that first instance, until he 
had pictured the elder brother’s attitude 
and conduct as vividly as he had pictured 
the younger one’s wasteful wanderings. 
So read all of the chapter to your girls. 

Now, try them out on a bit of simple 
analysis of the inner meanings of this 
remarkable little story that teaches us 
so much about ourselves and our Father. 
Let them try to describe the three actors 
of the story under as many words be- 
ginning with the letter W as they can 
find —as suggested in the outline above. 
Do not give them these descriptive 
words; help them find them, listing them 
on board or paper as they suggest them. 


1. Surely the younger son was a (1) 
wayward boy, despising his father’s ways. 
This led to his (2) wandering life in 
that far country, where he showed how 
(3) wasteful he really could be. There 
he became the (4) wanting son— as in- 
deed he had been in another sense, from 
the first, when he wanted his own way 
and his share of the father’s property. 
But nowghe wants sorely the abundant 
comforts of the father’s home, remem- 
bered so vividly amid his own present 
aching wants! And at last he wants his 
father’s forgiveness — enough to go ask 
for it, humbly confessing all his wants! 

2. And that father? Was he not from 
the beginning of that boy’s wandering, 
wayward, wasteful, wanting life the (1) 
wanting father, longing for that son's re- 
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longing to share his abundant life with 
his own son? But he had to be a (2) 
waiting father, since his son was a free 
agent and none of those’ dear things the 
father longed for could be gained by any 
force he might use. They must come 
with and from a voluntary home-coming 
on the son’s part. And then, what a 
(3) welcoming father we see in that 
bright picture of the wanderer’s return! 
What a (4) wonderful father! 


3. But the closing scene is in dark 
contrast to that brightness. For here 
comes in that (1) wrathful elder brother, 
(2) withholding his love from both his 
father and his brother, (3) wounding 
that father no less by his unloving criti- 
cism than had the younger son through 
his waywardness. Do you think the 
Story-Teller’s first listeners could apply 
this story to themselves? Can you apply 
it to yourself? 


Home Study 
Back to your synopsis of “Jesus the 
World’s Saviour,” this week, entering 
“His Stories” under a special head, list- 
ing the ones you have been studying by 
titles chosen by yourself. Now memo- 
rize this one of “The Two Sons,” as we 
might more accurately call it. You will 
be amazed at how easily its wonderful 
words stay in your mind! 
Decatur, GA. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YoutH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpay 
ScHoot TIMES. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What picture of the Trinity may 
we see in this fifteenth chapter of Luke? 

2. What desire, common in this present 
day, prompted the younger son to ask 
for his inheritance? 

3. What does this desire show of his 
attitude toward his father? 

4. What does this parable show us as 
to the effects of sin? i‘ 

5. What does it show as to the trust- 
worthiness of companions in sin? 

6. Was it enough for the son to feel 
sorry for himself in his plight? What 
else was it necessary for him to do? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Who’s a prodigal? 
Discussion: Name some of the posses- 
sions of a Christian in which he may 
become “prodigal,” if he does not take 
care. 


Objective: Turning our faces toward the 
Father. 











AY, fellows, I have a_ different 

thought about “The Prodigal Son” 
from that I used to hold. I now look 
upon this young man, whom our Lord 
described in the parable, as one of the 
great characters of history. Whether he 
was an imaginary person or an actual 
person, our Lord in this most illuminat- 








turn, longing for his boy himself, longing 
for his boy to come to his best self, 
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That young man in the story has blazed 
a clear trail back to the Father, for 
every sinning fellow—and who is not 
a sinner? 

Jesus Christ did not call him a “prodi- 
gal.” The word prodigal is not in the 
inspired text. In fact, I cannot find the 
word prodigal anywhere in the Bible, 
except as a topical heading placed there 
by the editors. Neither did the Lord 
Jesus condemn the young man. He sim- 
ply recorded the young man’s mistake; 
and he did that only as a background for 
the superb thing the young man did when 
he fully realized his mistake. 

This boy was just like hundreds of 
thousands of boys of today, who. are 
restless and want to get out to see the 
world. Life on his father’s farm was 
monotonous. Plowing, harrowing, feed- 
ing stock, fencing, grubbing, reaping, 
threshing, and all the drudge of the 
farm got on his nerves. Just one day 
after another, pretty much the same. 
He was of a different temperament from 
his older brother, and he wanted to see 
what the big outside world had to offer. 
When he-made up his mind about it, he 
did not take his father’s money and: slip 
off in the night. Many a fellow has 
done that; but not this boy. He went 
openly and frankly to his father and 
asked him to give him now that which 
he had planned to give to his boys later. 
His father gave it to him. Perhaps he 
disliked to do so, and perhaps he remon- 
strated with the boy, but there is no rec- 
ord of it in the Lord’s story. Then the 
whole of the indictment against the young 
man is stated in one short sentence: “And 
not many days after the younger son 
gathered all together, and took his jour- 
ney into a far country, and there wasted 
his substance with riotous living” (Luke 
15:13). That was the mistake he made. 
It was serious enough, and misfortunes 
began to befall him, one after another. 
Going out that way, with plenty of money, 
inexperienced and unacquainted with the 
world into which he plunged, without 
preparation, of course he fell into bad 
company. And soon they stripped him 
of all he had. 

This young man doubtless had: mis- 
givings about his course and many prick- 
ings of conscience. I am sure that he 
knew he was doing wrong; that he was 
not living the kind of life his father had 
endeavored to train him for; but he 
probably promised himself each day he 
would do better. It was a sad mistake, 
and he suffered intensely for it. Pretty 
soon he found himself sitting beside the 
hog trough, friendless, hungry, ragged, 
and distressed. Then he fully realized 
his error. Jesus says “he came to him- 
self.” He had lived a rushing, thought- 
less life for a short while and had not 
taken time to think inwardly. Now- he 
has plenty of time, sitting by the hog 
trough, and he has “a Review lesson of 
the last Quarter.” As he contemplated 
himself, he saw through his rags and his 
uncleanness and his distress—yet the 
son of his father —a fellow who had the 
right to be clean and respectable, clothed 
and fed. He thought of his father, his 
father’s love for him, his father’s house. 
He said to himself, “I know that he 
will forgive me and take me back, if I 
show him I am sorry.” He had that 
much faith in his father’s love. 

So he decided then and there to go 
back home, to tell his father he was 
sorry, and to ask him to let him be only 
a servant if he might remain. “And he 
arose, and came to his father.” That 
was the one first, best, wisest thing to do. 
And it was in that purpose and in that 
act, that he became great. In his pride 
he might have been unwilling to go back. 
What would his older brother say? What 
would the servants be whispering? It 
would have been very foolish to allow 
such thoughts to hold him. Many a 
poor sinner has let pride keep him fost. 
And if this young man had remained 
away, his situation would have only 
grown worse. It could be worse. He 
would have grown hungrier and hun- 
grier; his clothes raggeder and raggeder ; 
his poor spirit more and more distressed ; 
until sooner or later the hogs would have 
been rooting his body around in the 





ing “short story” has set up for us in 
that wayward boy a shining example. 


muck. But he said to himself that day: 
“This is the bottom for me. Henceforth 























Lesson for April 12 





I turn my faee toward my father, and 
from now it is up and onward.” And 
how wise his choice proved to be! His 
faith in his father’s forgiving love was 
not misplaced. He was received — re- 
ceived with “joy—received fully, and 
fully restored to sonship, as shown by 
the ring and the best robe, the fatted 
calf, and the party given in his honor. 

Fellows, it is for each one of us. We 
have all been more or less prodigal. We 
have made our mistake. No matter how 
small the error, it is sin. And sin in 
any degree brings the death penalty — 
unless we repent and are pardoned. Sin 
is so utterly intolerable to God that he 
gave his only Son to die that we, though 
sinners, might be saved. It is the priv- 
ilege of each one of us to say now: 
“This is the bottom for me.” Why 
should we sink lower in any sin, when 
we can stop, turn our faces to the Father, 
in penitence and confession? And Jesus 
Christ has taught us by this, one of the 
most beautiful of all his parables, that 
our heavenly Father waits with open 
arms to receive and forgive —and to re- 
store us. 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for April 5) 

1. See Job 19: 25-29 and Isaiah 26: 19. 

2. Psalm 17:15; 49:15, and 73: 24. 

3. Matthew 22: 23-33; Mark 12: 18-27, 
and Luke 20: 27-38. 

4. See Romans 8: 11-23; 1 Corinthians 
6:14; the whole of 1 Corinthians 15; 2 
Corinthians 4:14, 5:1-5; Philippians 3: 
10, II, 20, 21; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18; 
and 2 Timothy 2:1 


5. From the number and emphasis of 
them we must conclude that to Paul, under 
inspiration, this was supremely important 
truth, to be given prominence and emphatic 
emphasis. 

6. It is to occur when the Lord comes the 
second time. See 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18. 

7. That if Christ rose not from the dead, 
then is our faith in vain. 


8. See Philippians 3:20 and 21, espe- 
cially in the American Standard Version. 

9. The facts concerning Christ’s own 
resurrection body give us grounds for ex- 
pecting similar bodies to his, after his own 
resurrection, when coupled with those words 
of Paul’s in Philippians 3: 21. 


10. He clearly tells us it has only to do 
with those which “sleep in Jesus” (1 Thess. 
4:14). John adds, “The rest of the dead 
lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished” (Rev. 20: 5). 





The Young People’s 
' Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Apr. 19. How Can Churches Work Together? 
Acts 2: 36-42, 47. 

Apr. 26. The Unmet Needs of the World. 
Acts 16: 6-10, 


Sunday, April 12 





-How Far Dare We Practice the Brother- 


hood of Man? (Matt. 23 : 8-12.) 





Mon.—One Father, one family (Acts 17: 
-31). 

Tues.—Brothers! (Luke 10 : 30-37.) 

Wed.—Human kindness (Acts 28: 1-6). 

neiats eo “ogee spiritualized (Mark 
2 31-35). 

a of others (Rom, 14: 

13-21). 


Sat.—Generosity (Matt. 7:12). 











What duties have we toward our fellows? 

What makes us “children of God” in the 
spiritual sense? 

How can we foster human brotherliness? 


HE story is told of Louis Agassiz, 

the great naturalist, that when he was 
a boy in Switzerland he and his little 
brother started across a frozen place to 
find their father. The mother watched 
anxiously from the window until, at length, 
they came to a crack in the ice more than 
a foot wide. Her heart failed her. She 
thought, “Louis can get over it well 
enough, but the little fellow will try to 
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do so an will fall in.” They were too 
far away to hear es call. As she 
watched in an agony of fear, she saw 
Louis get down on the ice, his feet on 
one side of the crack and his hands on 
the other like a bridge, while his little 
brother crept over him to the other side. 
ve 


Not long ago one of our topics dealt 
with the fatherhood of God, and we saw 
then that although God is the creator 
of all (Acts 17: 24-26), that he loves all 
(2 Pet. 3:9), and that he has made pro- 
es for all to come into sonship (John 

: 16), yet he reckons as his sons only 
a who accept his provision in Christ 
and are born again into his family through 
belief on his Son. It should be clear 
to us, then, that since, in the spiritual 
sense, God is not the father of all, in 
this same spiritual sense, all men are 
not brothers. 

Nevertheless in a very real sense all 
men are brothers, for they have a com- 
mon forefather, Adam, and, as Paul 
shows us in Acts 17: 26, are of one blood. 
It is significant that science has been 
unable to produce any infallible test that 
will distinguish between the blood of a 
black man or a white man, or, in fact, 
between any of the five races. 


The questions then naturally present 
themselves, “What do we owe our blood 
brothers? Have we any responsibility 
toward them? It is assumed, of course, 
that we are to answer these questions 
from a Christian standpoint, otherwise 
they become mere sociological problems. 
And so, as Christians, we must turn to 
God’s Word for light as to our treatment 


| of our fellow men. 


One thing God’s Word makes very 
plain. It is that “none of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to himself” 
(Rom. 14:7). Our Lord’s parable of 
the Good Samaritan and his story of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus emphasize the 
importance of concern and love for others. 


To the Christian, the first concern 
must, of course, be that of telling his 
brothers who have never heard about 
Christ the Good News of what he has 
done for them, and that he is seeking to 
bring them into true sonship in the fam- 
ily of God. Paul showed such a con- 
cern when he said, “I am debtor both 
to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians ; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, 
as much as in me is, I am ready®to 
preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also” (Rom. 1:14, 15). 

Having discharged this first responsi- 
bility, we find that there are many others 
mentioned in the New Testament. It is 
true that in most instances the New Tes- 
tament references to brothers speak of 
those who are brothers in Christ. Never- 
theless the principles are the same for 
the treatment of those who are our blood 
brothers only. 

We read in 1 John 4:20, “If a man 
say, 1 love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
Jove God whom he hath not seen?” For 
the full interpretation of what this love 
means we must turn to the thirteenth 
chapter of 1 Corinthians. Read it over, 
and see how your love for your fellow 
men checks up with this marvelous stand- 
ard which God has given us. 

We have a responsibility to share with 
others when they are in need. 1 John 
3:17 tells us, “Whoso hath this world’s 
good, and seeth his brother have need, 


| and shutteth up his bowels of compassio 


from him, how dwelleth the love of G 
in him?” 

We have a responsibility toward our 
brothers to live consistent Christian lives. 
In 1 Corinthians 8 we read, “But take 
heed lest by any means this liberty of 
your’s become a stumblingblock to them 
that are weak. For if any man see thee 
which hast knowledge sit at meat in the 
idol’s temple, shall not the conscience 
of him which is weak be emboldened to 
eat those things which are offered to 
idols; and through thy knowledge shall 
the weak brother perish, for whom Christ 
died? But when ye sin so against the 
brethren, and wound their weak con- 
science, ye sin against Christ. Where- 








fore, if meat make my brother to offend, 
I will eat no flesh while the world stand- 
eth, lest I make my brother to offend” 
Cr. Gor. 8 20s%3). 

All of these responsibilities may be 
summed up in the one great second com- 
mandment that the Lord Jesus himself 
gave us, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” 


How then can we foster brotherliness? 
There are many movements on foot in 
the world today that teach brotherhood. 
We have peace conferences, disarma- 
ment conferences, labor unions, commit- 
tees on this and on that, and countless 
other schemes to foster brotherhood. 
These are good enough as far as they 
go and many of them have done much 
to direct the thoughts of men to the 
need of brotherliness in dealing one with 
another. But the solution for the prob- 
lem must be one that not only suggests 
outward reforms, but also goes down into 
the heart to replace suspicion and envy 
and unlove with trust and unselfishness 
and love. This very solution the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself brought when he 
came to this earth to die for the sins 
of the world. As men come to believe 
on him and trust in him, true brotherli- 
ness is born in their hearts, and they are 
then able to demonstrate the spirit of 
brotherliness as they never can do until 
they know him. 

It does not necessarily follow that 
every Christian has at all times demon- 
strated brotherliness. Many who have 
accepted and acknowledged the Lord 
Jesus Christ have failed to treat their 
fellow men as they should. But this 
was their failure, — not Christ’s. It was 
a failure in the carrying out of his 
commands, and not any failure in the 
principles that he laid down or any weak- 
ness in the strength that he is able to 
provide for all those who will have it. 
Christ himself is our great example of 
true brotherliness)s He came, as our 
Scripture lesson shows, to minister and 
not to be ministered unto. At no time 
during his earthly ministry was he un- 
willing to heed a call for help or a de- 
spairing cry. He taught, “Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15: 
13). He demonstrated such a love when 
he hung upon the cross in your place 
and mine. When his love enters our 
hearts through faith in him and accept- 
ance of him as our Saviour, then, and 
then only, shall we be able to show the 
truest brotherhood and brotherliness to 
others. 

ve 


_ How may I show brotherliness to others 
in my home, in school, at wor 

Do I permit color or race to affect my 
attitude toward otliers? 

What effort am I making to bring others 
into the brotherhood of Christ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Good News from 
Wheaton College 


HEATON College, Wheaton, IIl., 

one of the outstanding Christian 
colleges of the country, independent of 
any denominational control, reports hav- 
ing the best year in its history. 

The enrollment has been. especially 
gratifying, in spite of the fact that many 
students were compelled to stay out of 
school this year on account of financial 
difficulties. The enrollment at Wheaton, 
which is limited to six hundred in the 
college department, has been full both 
semesters, and some have had to be 
turned away. Anticipating another in- 
crease in the attendance at the summer 
session, which is conducted for eight 
weeks each year, a large number of 
courses has been added. Christian 


workers and teachers who feel the need. 


of further training would do well to 
investigate the courses offered at 
Wheaton during the summer term. 
During the present school year, 
Wheaton College was placed on the ap- 
proved list of the Association of Amer- 
ican Universities, which carries with it 
the highest possible academic rating. 
This accreditization places Wheaton on 
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the same plane scholastically as it has 
been for years spiritually. 

The most encouraging fact, however, 
in reviewing the present year is the large 
number of students who have dedicated 
their lives definitely to the Lord’s serv- 
ice, and the scores who have accepted 
Christ as their personal Saviour. It is 
refreshing to find that the highest scho- 
lastic standards go hand in hand with 
the spiritual at Wheaton. 


A Study of Pentecost 


HERE has been a good deal of con- 

fusion on the meaning of Pentecost 
for Christians today. Some time ago 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times published 
articles by Robert C. McQuilkin, Presi- 
dent of Columbia Bible College, Colum- 
bia, S. C., on “What Is Pentecost’s Mes- 
sage Today?” These articles were found 
to be very welcome to Times readers. 
Many have inquired about them since they 
were published. They have now been re- 
printed in booklet form. 

Mr. McQuilkin discusses with his 
usual clearness the Bible teaching on the 
Baptism of the Spirit, on speaking in 
tongues, on “Pentecostal” teaching, and 
answers such vital questions as: Must 
baptism follow conversion? Must apos- 
tolic experiences be ours? Have all 
Christians been baptized? Has speaking 
in tongues ceased? _ What is “the latter 
rain”? 

The thirty-two page booklet may be 
had for ten cents a copy, $1 a dozen 
copies, from Columbia Bible College, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 


The Times Radio Directory 
(Continued from page 185) 
Kilocycle Index 


CFCN 690 WFIW 940 
Calgary, Alta, Can. Hopkineville, Ky. 
KDYL WGR 550 
Salt Lake City, Utah Buffalo 

KFPY 1340 WHK 1390 
Spokane, Wash. Cleveland 

KFRC 610 WIP 610 
San Francisco Philadelphia 

KGER 1360 WIS 1010 
Long Beach, Cal. Columbia, S. C, 
KHJ 900 WJAS 1290 
Los Angeles Pittsburgh 

KLZ 560 WKBF 1400 
Denver, Colo. Indianapolis, Ind. 
KMBC 950 WKBW 1480 
Kansas City, Mo. Buffalo 

KMOX 10909 . WKRC 550 
St. Louis Cincinnati 

KNX 1050 IT 560 
Los Angeles Philadelphia 

KOIL 1260 WMAL 630 
Council Bluffs, Ia. Washington, D. C. 
KOIN 940 WMAQ 670 
Portland, Ore, Chicago 

KOL 1270 WMBI 1080 
Seattle, Wash. Chicago 

KRLD 1040 WMT 600 
Dallas, Tex. Waterloo, Ia. 
WABC 860 WNAC 1230 
New York Boston 

WADC 1320 WNAX 570 
Akron, Ohio Yankton, S. D. 
WBBM 770 Wow 

Chicago Omaha, Neb. 
WCAO 600 WOowo 1160 
Baltimore Ft. Wayne, Ind, 
WCAP 1280 WPEN 1§00 
Asbury Park, N. J. Philadelphia 

WCAU 1170 W POE 1370 
Philadelphia Patchogue, N. Y 
Wwcco 810 WQAM 560 
Minneapolis, Minn. Miami, Fla. 

WCFL 970 WQAO 1010 
Chicago New York 

WDGY 1180 WRAX 1020 
Minneapolis, Minn, Philadelphia 

WDRC 1330 WRHM 1250 
Hartford, Conn. Minneapolis, Minn. 
WDSU 1250 WRR 1280 
New Orleans, La. Dallas, Tex. 

WEAN 780 WSPD 

Providence, R. I. Toledo, Ohio 

WFAN 610 WTEL 1310 
Philadelphia Philadelphia 

WFBL 1360 WXYZ 1240 
Syracuse, N. Y. Detroit 

WFBM 1230 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
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“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
international Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


VACUUM—— 
CLEANERS 




















To Only $19.75 


Rebuilt—guaranteed—ro days’ free trial. 
Express or parcel post paid anywhere. 
a A os tyne No References Required 

Ve have many y 
used piel wy Aye 7 rag 1 4-75 
Also sale Brand New Cleaners at $30 less 
than advertised price. Terms $3 a mouth. 
Vacuum Cleaner Specialty Co. 
111 W. 42nd St., N. Y. City. Dept. 18G. 


Just say: ‘Send me information and terms 
on guaranteed Vacuum Cleaners.” 











Welcome to New York 
‘and the Hotel 


GOVERNOR 
CLINTON 


3st St. and 7th Ave., Opp. Penna. R. R. Station 


1200 Rooms each with Bath Servidor 
» and Circulating ice Water. 


ROOM and BATH, $3.00 UP 








——-No Better Easter Gift—— 
Bibles - Testaments - Portions 
Of Every Kind - In Every Language 
For Home - Charch - Schoo! - Missionary Work 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Visit or write nearest Agency 
New York - Philadelphia 


Washington - Richmond - Cincihnati - Chicago 





(- For Family Worship ) 


g By Howard A, Banks, Litt.D. J 





Following the Home Daily. Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 6 to 12 

Mon.—Luke 15: 11-24. The Prodigal Son. 
Preachers and painters make the erring 
boy the center of this marvelous Bible 
short story. But not so. It is the “cer- 
tain man” who had the two sons. “Jesus 
paints a portrait of God,” as Dr. Sco- 
field once said, “and we pocr stupid word 
painters, and pigment painters, imagine 
he was giving us a portrait of a bey!” 
The bad boy went home only to get some 
of its abundance, but the Father ran to 
meet him. The good boy lived to him- 
self, but is more alien from his father 
than his profligate brother, and to him 
the Father says, “Son, all that I have 
is thine.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Checklers, one of the most wretched 
castes in India “(the Rev. Johnson Ed- 
wards, Bhimavaram Post, South India). 
They make and repair shoes for the high 
castes, and their living conditions are 
very poor, but they have peace in Christ. 
They also are suffering persecution. 


Tues.—Ezekiel 18: 21-32. Repent and Live. 
It is good to have a lesson emphasiz- 
ing repeniance. Many are praying for re- 
vival, but all too few are teaching that 
repentance which leads to revival. 
‘Through Ezekiel -God calls his people to 
repent, and if they do he will not even 
mention their sins (v. 22). “God... 
commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent,” so Paul told the Athenians. That 
command needs to be sounded out to Chi- 
cago racketeer, to crooked New York 
judge, to grafting politician, to unscru- 
pulous business men, to everybody. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work of Mr. John E. Norton, Box 13, 
Findlay, Ohio, directing the B. C. H. 
Mission with field headquarters at Dhond, 
Poona District, India; that support for 
their native workers, dropping off during 
the “hard times,” may be supplied; for 
the young children they are caring for 
(and it is difficult to raise young children 
in India); for the supply of a missionary 
home; for protection during the present 
excitement tn India. 
Wed.—2 Chronicles 32 : 20-26. 
Hezekiah’s Repentance. 
Hezekiah was being forgiven for the 
sins of ingratitude and pride, for letting 
his heart be lifted up over the greatness 
which had come to him and his kingdom 
from God alone. His language is not 
that of mere selfishness, but is a recog- 
nition that national corruption must at 
last lead to threatened judgment. Let us 
confess our own subtle pride. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
South Sea Evangelical Mission, of which 
Dr, Northcote Deck is the head (Syd- 
nev, Australia). Pray for Mr. Cowie, 





Dallas - Denver - San Francisco 











Miss M. Muir, Miss M. Jenkins, and for 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, the latter for- 
merly Miss Gordon, who go as new mis- 
sionarics to the Solomon Islands, where 
this work is carried on. Pray for all 
this work. Some of the islands are nearly 
all Christian as compared with our semi- 
pagan America and Britain. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 22 : 11-29. 


It is strange that the law could be lost 





A Whole Year for $1.00 
tHe ILLUSTRATOR 


gives’ Sunday-school teachers the best! 


** Would not do without it for ten times its cost?’ 
W.H. €olgrove. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Aveaue, New York 


FOR YOURSELF 
MONE Y Foe vounse.e ory 


Taking orders for high grade visiting cards at 
asonable prices. Free outfi 


reas a 
RATTAY PRINTERY, INGLEWOOD, CALIF. 








When answering advertisements, please 


in the very house of God, but so it was. 
In its discovery here there is illumination 
of this perfect work, for “by the law 
is the knowledge of sin.” It led the king 
and, through him, his people to rend 
their garments — to true repentance. And 
God accepted the sorrow and ‘reform, as 
he will with us, too. The law for our 
nation today seems to have lost its cut- 
ting edge. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
India Mission (the Rev. D. Davidson, 
Founder and Director, 412 West. Eighth 
Street, Elyria, Ohio); fer the twenty 
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(Lesson for April 12) MARCH 28, 1931 


For Mental, Physical and Spiritual Refreshment, Attend 


Wheaton College Summer School 


June 22d to August 14th, 1931, inclusive 





munion with 


recreation. 
College Summer 





IGHT delightful weeks of study, recreation, and com- 
Nature and Nature’s God at beautiful 
Wheaton—who would not be interested in such a 
course? All Summer Schoot work is fully accredited and 
may be applied toward a degree, 
many of the strongest members of the College faculty. 


Standards of scholastic Work maintained are identical 
with those of the regular school year. Courses are offered 
in Education, English, Physics and 
and Social Science, Biology, Chemistry and Geology, Bible 
and Philosophy, Music, and Foreign es, Se 
and Elementary work is also offered in 

Wheaton’s location is admirable. Less than an hout’s ride 
, from Chicago, with ample opportunity for exercise and 

The spiritual atmosphere renders Wheaton 

hool of exceptional interest to teach- 

ers, pastors and Christian workers. 


The teaching staff includes 


Mathematics, History 


condary 
Academy. 
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Write at once for complete Bulletin of information. 
Address: Director of the Summer School, Box T. 
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“KINGDOM”, 





that God will bless the emphasis that the 
Mission is putting upon the use of the 
indigenous church. 


Fri—Jonah 3: 5-10. Nineveh’s Repentance. 


There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
Like. the wideness of the sea. 


No illustration in Scripture teaches 
this truth more fully than that of Jonah 
and his mission to Nineveh. God was 
merciful to Jonah, to the sailors, to a 
huge city of perhaps a million people. 
A miraculously saved Jonah preaching 
repentance made such an enormous im- 
pression that a whole city repents (Luke 
11:30). That same Jonah was a sign 
to our Lord’s own generation, and may 
well be to ours, too, that a risen Christ 
is eager for all men everywhere to re- 
pent. 
Prayer SvuGcestions: Pray for the 
Sharannagar Mission, Mawabganj, Dis- 
trict of Gonda, U. P., India (Mrs. Esther 
$. Harvey in charge) ; for the many boys 
in the orphanage, many of whom are hav- 
ing their lives transformed; for the need 
of a new building; for the supply of all 
needs. 
Sat.—Luke 22: 54-62. Peter’s Repentance. 
The confident, self-approving Peter 
falls. “Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall.” A great 
Massachusetts preacher was called to 
preach in the penitentiary. When the 
convicts with their striped garments 
came marching in before him, he was 
overwhelmed. “How may I preach to 
these men?” he said to himself. “What 
do I know of thieves, forgers, and mur- 
derers?” And then he began to think 
of the possibility of himself in any one 
of those men before him, in spite of the 
generations of Puritan blood in his veins. 
“There is Richard Baxter buat for the 
grace of God,” said that great saint once 
as he saw a drunken man in the gutter. 
Only the abiding life makes us safe. 
Prayer SucGcesTIons: Pray for- the 


twenty-five day girls, fifteen boarders, and 
four teachers in the school at Suez con- 


Josiah’s Repentance.\ dicted by the Egypt General Mission 


(106 Highbury Road, London, N. 5, Eng- 
land); for all the work and workers of 
ae and for the supply of all 
needs. 


Sun.—Isaiah 55 : 1-11. ? 
Isaiah’s Call to Repentance. 
This is the call, in a large sense, of 
the Gentile world to faith as the result 
of God’s grace to the Jews first, whose 
privileges are spoken of in Isaiah 54. As 
the result of what God had done for the 
peculiar people, especially in making it 
the race which produced the Saviour of 
the world, there follows as a consequence 
this universal invitation to the whole 





Indian preachers in Hyderabad State, and 


world to come and drink the waters of 


this free salvation (Luke 24:47; Rom. 
EI: 23). 35). 

PRAYER SvuGcestions: Pray for the 
schools at Aleppo, Syria (L. H. Levon- 
ian, P. O. Box 140, Aleppo, Syria); for 
the 862 students about as many boys as 
girls, and the staff of thirty teachers of 
both sexes; for the industrial work, but 
particularly for the teaching of the Bible 
in all the grades, from the kindergarten 
up; for the supply. of all needs. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five' or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5® cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central- and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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